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The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg: Building Bridges, Celebrating Community

From the Minister
Rev. David Kohlmeier is UCH’s minister.

Our theme for April is “Awakening,”
and is there a better theme? This is
the season of Spring, where the
Earth awakens from winter and
everywhere new life emerges.
What’s more, at the time of this
writing, the spread of COVID-19 in
our community has dropped drastically, and it seems
(fingers-crossed, knock-on-wood, or whatever other
superstition you prefer) like we can exhale. We can
start planning a bit beyond just next week. We can
move forward, slowly, mindfully, in letting go of
certain COVID-restrictions. We can learn from the
earth and, like a fragile spring flower, risk opening up
a little more.
Of course, the pandemic has tricked us before.
Sometimes, Spring surprises us with a snowstorm or
some other moment that seems to take us
backwards. But nonetheless, the Earth moves on.
The Spirit of Life endures. That tells me that even if
we have yet-another setback with COVID, it will be
okay. We will keep being UCH. We will keep
growing and deepening together. We too will
endure. Spring is inevitable.
There’s a lot of imagining going on right now. Our
Stewardship campaign is asking us to commit to
crafting our future together, by pledging what we
can to fund and even grow our ministries in the year
ahead. Cottage meetings are coming so that we
imagine the possibilities of a capital campaign. As I
think of where our church is, and where we’re going,
I think of Universalist minister L.B. Fisher, who said,
way back in 1904, “Universalists are often asked to
tell where they stand. The only true answer to give
to this question is that we do not stand at all, we
move.”
As the sunlight lengthens the days, as the robins and
flowers and green leaves return, as the earth refuses
to hold still, may that be said of us, too. Where does
UCH stand? We do not merely “stand;” we move.

Rev. David

Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays

April theme: Awakening

April 3: Getting Traction for Ethics in Global Environmental
Governance, Don Brown
UCH member Don Brown received UNESCO’s Avicenna Prize in 2019 for
his work on ethics in science. In this service, he will explain the urgency
of getting traction for ethics in developing and implementing solutions
to global environmental and technological threats such as climate
change.
April 10: Awakening to Freedom, Rev. David
In this service, we’ll reflect on the Jewish tradition of Passover, and the
message this ancient story has for all of us about the relationship of
religion to human liberation.
April 17: Easter Sunday, Rev. David
Easter is a Christian celebration of the resurrection of Jesus that
incorporates earth-centered practices related to the coming of Spring.
In our Easter Sunday worship this year, we will celebrate the ways Love
and Life overcome death, drawing from the wisdom of both Christian
and earth-centered traditions.
April 24: We, Gregory Carrow-Boyd
As UUs, we understand that how we worship, work for justice, and
support one another is more important than our individual spiritual
beliefs. However, we can lack clarity on the specific practices that are
unique to our religious perspective. From ordination and installation to
indignation and proclamation, gather with us for a celebratory service of
rediscovering how we are as Unitarian Universalists.

Holy Week (Zoom)

For many in the Christian tradition, the week before Easter is Holy
Week, with opportunities to go even deeper into the story of Jesus in
preparation for Easter Sunday. All are invited, whatever your personal
beliefs, to observe Holy Week via the following Zoom activity:
Holy Saturday, noon April 16: Join Rev. David for a discussion of The
Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone. This short but powerful
book explores the legacy of lynching and how this connects to the
beliefs of the Black Church around the meaning and hope many African
American Christians find in the cross. An excellent book for anyone of
any belief interested in the legacy of lynching, the beliefs of the Black
Church, the Christian story of the cross, or building a truly anti-racist
spirituality.

After-Church Meetings:
April 24, Congregational Meeting: status updates and vote on ordaining Gregory Carrow-Boyd
May 15, Congregational Meeting to approve the budget for fiscal year 2022-23
June 5 (rain date, June 12), all-church picnic and reUUnion
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President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

It's hard for me to believe that I have been
president of this congregation for almost four
years now. It's even harder to believe that my
term will finish at the end of June, as I reach
term limits for the board. I have been enjoying
this role, and I'll be sorry when it ends.
I've learned quite a lot during my years on the
Board and as president. One of the biggest surprises was how
much effort it takes to keep this church running smoothly.
Everything looks so easy, right? Sunday services look effortless,
teams and committees do their work, bills get paid, and programs
take place. But you know how a job looks easy from the outside,
but it's only after looking deeper that you find it's much more
complicated than you first thought? Well, that's what I found at
church!

T

he Board and I have worked hard to keep the church
functioning smoothly and pointed in the right direction.
I'm proud of our efforts, but I also know that we do only a
small fraction of the work that takes place. At least 95% of
the work is done by our staff and the dozens of church members
who give their time.
There's the Finance Committee, which makes sure our finances are
sound and every dollar is accounted for. The Tech Team has given
us better Wi-Fi and live-streams our Sunday services. The Grounds
and Gardens Team is having trees pruned or removed to keep us
safe.
Worship Team and the Religious Exploration (RE) Committee
spend considerable time working with Rev. David, Yvonne, and
Cory in planning Sunday services and developing programs for
youth and adults.
And don't forget the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Committee and
our many lay-led ministries. Each of these focuses on a topic that
they are passionate about. There are many other groups and
individuals as well, too many to list here, and they work hard to
keep us connected and make us a vibrant place to call home.

All of these teams and committees do their work conscientiously
and make it look easy. But trust me, each of them requires a lot of
effort! During this time of focusing on stewardship, I'm immensely
grateful for all who give their time and energy. This is another
form of stewardship, one of time and talent and energy. The
church couldn't survive without these gifts.

T

he other form of stewardship is our financial support.
Approximately 75% of our annual expenses are for our
staff, supporting their wages and benefits, and I believe it
is money well spent. In fact, we could not even exist
without their efforts.
Yvonne creates beautiful music for our services, leads the vocal
and bell choirs and plans music for Sunday services. If you think
it's simple, just ask her about the many hours of research and
preparation she does every week (I have!). Cory spends hours
each week in researching, planning, and organizing items for the
Sunday services and for the programs for youth and adults. It
takes more time than I ever thought it could.
As for our Rev. David, well, let’s just say that we ask a lot of a
minister. He spends a significant amount of time preparing for
each Sunday service, but it takes even more time to coordinate
with the many other service participants. He's also responsible for
all pastoral care, and he oversees all the staff and a large number
of teams. Just writing that makes it seem overwhelming.
Tavia has been heroic in the last couple of months, keeping the
church functioning as we search for a new congregational

T

administrator. We are exceedingly fortunate to have her.
hank you for your continued support of this amazing
congregation. It takes an immense amount of time and
effort to keep us active and vibrant, and this is possible
only through your contributions. You have been
wonderfully generous in the past, and I ask you to be generous in
your stewardship this year, to take us boldly into the next church
year.

David Spear

Congregational Meeting: 12:00 p.m. Sunday, April 24

UCH members are encouraged to attend a special congregational meeting at noon on Sunday, April 24. The meeting
will occur in the sanctuary, with offsite congregants able to attend and vote via Zoom. The meeting will provide
updates on stewardship, the upcoming capital campaign, and other business matters. We will also separately consider
a request to ordain Gregory Carrow-Boyd (page 9) as a minister in the Unitarian Universalist Association.
This meeting is open to all eligible voting members. Eligible voters must be a member of UCH and have given a gift of
time or money within the last 12 months. If you are uncertain about your status, please contact the church office at
717-564-4761.
Please also save the date for our annual meeting, when we will approve a budget for next year: Sunday, May 15.
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Fiscal News
Stewardship Committee Report
On March 8, we mailed out pledge forms and literature relating to this year's canvass. If, by chance, you have not received yours, please
let the office know. The official kick-off of the campaign was Sunday, March 13.
These are exciting times for the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg. We hope you will join in, if you have not already done so, to make this a
successful campaign as we Craft our Future Together. As of March 29, we have received 37 pledges totaling an amount of $114,820
toward our goal of $390,000. YOUR SUPPORT is very much appreciated. THANK YOU!
—Submitted by David Powell for the Stewardship Committee, including Justin Sciamanna, Ray Harris, John Hargreaves, Ed Sykes, and Rev. David

Budget Goals for 2021-22

The Finance Committee has begun to develop a preliminary budget for fiscal year 2021-22, with the final budget heavily
dependent on the stewardship campaign (above). Highlights from the draft budget include:
Pledged gift goal: $390,000, a 5.4% increase from the current budget
An overall increase in income and expenses of 3.3%
Staff raises of 4.0% - 5.3%, depending on place within salary scale
Inflation increases for some but not all operating expenses
Modest additional increases for professional expenses for the Director of Religious Exploration and Music Director, albeit still
below UUA-recommended levels
An increase in UUA dues from approximately 45% to 50% of our Fair Share
Funding for a paid child-care worker for approximately 8 months of the year
Reducing the congregational administrator position from 40 hours to 30 hours per week; doing so helps offset a large increase
in employee health insurance costs.
Ideally, we would love to also do the following: (1) fund a child-care worker for all Sundays; (2) provide staff raises that come
closer to covering inflation (2021 inflation was 7%); and (3) increase the grounds budget significantly to cover tasks previously
done by our (aging) volunteers, such as mulching and spring/fall cleanup.
Including those additional expenses would likely require meeting a Stewardship Campaign goal of $400,000, more than an 8%
increase over this year. The current draft budget has the lower $390,000 goal because we know members are also negatively
impacted by the current global uncertainty and high inflation. We would love it if our conservatism were proven wrong. We
would love to craft a future together that is more welcoming to young families. We would love to continue to revitalize our
grounds. We would love to be able to provide at least inflationary increases for our talented and hardworking minister and staff.
Over the next month, the Finance Committee will be working hard to try to find additional ways to reduce expenses in a way that
does not reduce our services to members and our community. I hope those of you who are able will carefully consider all you can
do to help craft our bright future together.
— Submitted by Lois Voigt, Treasurer

April Share the Plate: UUSC Ukraine Response Support
Each month, we share the Sunday plate with a local non-profit. This month, we share with the UUSC Emergency Relief Fund, targeted for Ukrainian Response.

Our Share the Plate recipient for April is the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) Ukraine Response Support.
The UUSC responds to unexpected crises and provides resources to communities whose needs are urgent and access to aid is
limited, including its developing work to protect the rights of refugees fleeing Ukraine right now.
UUSC’s first step has been to quickly send emergency relief funding to
groups who are working on the ground in Eastern Europe. UUSC has
existing partners in the area from its Syrian Refugee work. This includes
partners such as the Hungarian Helsinki Committee who are already
responding to the current crisis by providing free legal assistance,
counseling, and representation so that Ukrainian asylum seekers receive temporary protection immediately. UUSC’s team is
further developing a strategy for longer-term recovery alongside these same partners. UUSC’s partner organizations on the
ground are best positioned to identify the needs of affected communities and to respond to the most pressing needs.
Note: As per current budget policy, we share half the plate each month with the designated beneficiary. The remainder supports
─ Submitted by UCH Finance Committee
UCH’s budgeted operating expenses.
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From Our Director of Religious Exploration (RE)
Opportunities for Religious Exploration
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration (DRE)

We have multiple activities in April! Please read the announcements below and on page 5.

Canned Good Hunt – April 17

We are planning our very first Easter Canned Good Hunt. Please bring in canned soup (or other canned food)
during the month of April through Easter Sunday, April 17 (before the service) and place them in the basket in
the narthex. Older youth are invited to hide the cans during the services for our younger children to find. The
cans will be donated to the Ecumenical Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome to stay and watch.
What better way to bring the message of Easter into the world than to provide real sustenance, in the form of
food, to those who need it the most. We hope to see you Easter Sunday!

Adult RE

Stitchers Group (Ongoing)
This group gathers via Zoom the second Friday of each month at 10 a.m. No agenda – just building connections. Contact Cory
if you want her to add you to this group.
Defund Fear by Zach Norris: Starting NOW
UCH congregants and friends are invited to read Defund Fear: Safety Without Policing, Prisons, and Punishment by Zach
Norris (Beacon Press, 2021) as the next Common Read. We will start discussion sessions this month. Please watch News You
Can UUse for updates.

OWL Training

Are you interested in becoming an Our Whole Lives (OWL) facilitator or do you need updated OWL training? The OWL curriculum
offers guidance on leading discussions, games, and activities, and training helps assure that facilitators lead them well. The OWL
facilitator trainings enhance:
knowledge of an age group and its developmental needs,
knowledge about human sexuality,
facilitation skills,
classroom management skills,
understanding of the curriculum’s activities (through participation and peer-teaching)
understanding of appropriate boundaries
understanding of OWL values and philosophy.
Training offers participants access to Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) resources. The UUA’s OWL email lists are restricted
to trained facilitators, and only congregations with trained OWL facilitators may purchase the audio/visual materials on sexuality
and our faith. Please contact Cory Ness if interested.

Summer Camp

Traditionally summer is the time we renew our spirits. Did you know that
there are many UU camps, retreat centers, and week-long institutes across
the U.S.? If you are interested in attending a camp this year, visit the web
site of the Council of UU Camps and Conferences (CU2CU2) or download
the related brochure from the UUA website. CU2CU2 maintains as an index of UU camp, retreat, and conference centers to assist
UUs and like-minded individuals in finding retreats that meet the needs of congregations, groups, families, and individuals.
Cory has been to several of these camps and has enjoyed the opportunities to build relationships, experience daily worship music,
activities, porch conversations in a natural setting of fun, hope, learning, transformation, and service. To date Cory has been to
the following and looks forward to attending others: Ferry Beach Park Association (Maine), Star Island (NH), UU Rowe Camp and
Conference Center (Mass.), Murray Grove Retreat and Renewal Center (NJ), Southeast UU Summer Institute (VA), and the
Mountain Retreat and Learning Center (NC).
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Religious Exploration (cont.)
April Theme: Awakening

You live like this, sheltered, in a delicate world, and you believe you are living. Then you read a book (Lady Chatterley, for
instance), or you take a trip, or you talk with [someone], and you discover that you are not living, that you are hibernating…
Monotony, boredom, death. Millions live like this (or die like this) without knowing it. They work in offices. They drive a car.
They picnic with their families. They raise children. And then some shock treatment takes place, a person, a book, a song, and
it awakens them and saves them from death.
-

Anais Nin

As most of you know, UCH has aligned this year’s weekly services and the RE program with a series of monthly themes. Our RE
program in turn is leveraging information from the Soul Matters Sharing Circle for much of the detailed material we use for
children, youth, and covenant groups. Our April theme is Awakening.

Introduction
We all know what it was like. The world was alive once. When we were little. The trees whispered words. Animals spoke to us
with their eyes. Playgrounds could become castles. The stars somehow told us we were special. Life could speak.
The magic wasn’t imprisoned in childhood. We’ve all had adult moments when we’ve “come alive.” Wonderfully lost in our work,
our creativity or a kiss. Time both stopped and was set on fire.
And it’s not that these moments of awakening don’t still happen. There’s just something about how we’ve got things organized
that places a fog between them and us. As Anais Nin says, “We believe we are living, but really aren’t.” It’s surprising actually how easily we let dullness sink in, how often we allow life to be muted.
But there are always those memories. That whispering tree. That magic kiss. That moment of being true to ourselves. So maybe
the message this month isn’t simply, “Awaken!” but also, “Remind!” We need to tell our stories so others remember theirs. We
need to take each other back in time, so we can fully inhabit our present. It’s no small thing. On our own, we are so easily
convinced that being wide awake was a delusion, so easily fooled into thinking that life never really felt that good or seemed so
clear. But with help, we wake up. We remember what it is like for life to shimmer. And for us to shimmer, too.

What Does it Mean to be a Family Awakening?
From the Soul Matters team:
We see that you’re the spiritual guide of a young person. Wonderful! That’s an automatic all-inclusive pass to the ups, downs, and
in-betweens of being human. (It’s really the best deal; you miss out on NOTHING if you undertake this adventure with a young
one! We recommend that route to all our friends.) You’ll need a few things before you wake up to this awesome, amazing, and
sometimes terrifying responsibility.
Here, let us help you: you’ll need courage, a lot of self-love, quite a bit of perseverance, curiosity, more compassion than you think
will fit–and, finally, your community. They’re really what holds all the rest of it together.
Are you ready? No, not quite? We get it; none of us felt ready when it was our time to guide children into this big, big world,
either. But it’s kind of a chicken-and-egg deal–you want to know what to prepare for before you say yes, but the saying yes is
partly WHAT prepares you for it! You promise to keep waking up and trying again, and that’s what unlocks the next adventure.
You’re a little nervous? Well, sure. Being awake hurts more than being asleep. But it can feel really, really good, too. Like, betterthan-anything good. Plus, your young person is probably already awake to the world. Children usually are. So you can meet them
there.
You’re worried you won’t get it right? You’re correct; you will probably make mistakes! You’ll keep drifting back into distraction,
but with commitment, you’ll wake up again, and again, and again. In fact, some people practice waking up, so eventually they
spend more time awake than asleep. But we’ll get to all that in a bit.
Right now, let’s get you on your way. Are you ready to wake up and join your younger person in the here-and-now, present
moment? Your community’s right by you.

Playlists
Please also consider listening to a playlist from YouTube as a form of musical meditation on Awakening.
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Church News
Come Together, November 5, 2022
The UCH Auction is an annual gathering where
we share our interests, talents, treasures, and
pleasures for the benefit of our common goals.
As the COVID pandemic wanes, we realize how
important and wonderful it is to come together.

Come Together 11-05-2022

While it’s still six months away, this is a good time to be thinking of what you can share at the UCH auction, which will be
November 5. As you do your Spring cleaning, keep an eye out for special items that you can donate. Please search and brainstorm
now to find the fun or functional item, event, or service that will bring us together. Email uchauction@gmail.com to volunteer or
if you have questions.

Power to the Hill
Power to the Hill (P2H) is a UCH lay-led ministry
cosponsored by Gather the Spirit for Justice focused on
empowering the residents of the Allision Hill
neighborhood of Harrisburg. P2H focuses on voter
registration and “get out the vote” campaigns in the
neighborhood.

P2H conducted its first canvassing event of the
year on March 19. Participants talked to
Allison Hill residents about how the voice of
the neighborhood can be strengthened
through voter engagement. Canvassers
included multiple UCH members: Elliotte
Decoursey and Maggie Shaver-Wilson (photo)
as well Guy Dannelley, Darlene Kvaternik,
Barbara Pearce, Kathy Malarich, Ann Stillwater,
Deb Good, and Diana Fishlock. Thanks to all
who participated.
Our next voter engagement day is April 23
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Please join us!
- Submitted by Wendy Shaver

LaGrone News
Focus on Cristina Ledesma

Cristina Ledesma is the Oliver LaGrone scholar for 2020. She began her studies
in 2020 at Shippensburg College with a major in Accounting. She and her UCH
mentor, Karen Mallah, met recently for lunch.
Karen reports that Cristina has changed her major from Accounting to Social
Work, which Cristina finds is a better fit for her interests and her plans for the
future. She enjoys her classes and is particularly interested in gerontology and
may have an opportunity to work in a hospital setting. Counseling also interests
her, and she has explored hospice care.
Cristina has been living on campus at Shippensburg University this year and
enjoying it. She shares that the food is a little better than at high school!
Cristina has joined social work and multicultural organizations on campus. She
participated in Shippensburg University’s 34th March for Humanity in
celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She also enjoyed a
documentary called Intelligent Lives, about three young adults with intellectual
disabilities, which was shown during a social work event.
—Submitted by Chris Dutton
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LaGrone News
LaGrone Scholarship Fund
Ed. note: these two articles describe aspects of the funding behind the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship.

Anonymous Donor Identified
In 2013 the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund received an anonymous contribution of $100,000. It enlarged the Fund by almost
half and has significantly boosted subsequent investment income. That in turn has allowed assertive increases in the scholarship
amount offered, from $5,000 ten years ago to $12,000 today, with generous increases potentially feasible in the future.
UCH member Jim Calhoun (1938-2018) was this generous donor, identified as such by his widow, Donna
Calhoun. In identifying the donor, she said simply, “Jim was so unassuming – I want others to know of this good
thing.”
What was Jim’s motivation for giving such a significant amount to the LaGrone Scholarship Fund? “He felt it
was time to boost the scholarship,” says Donna. From humble circumstances, education shaped a fulfilling life
for Jim. Port Jervis, NY, was home for the six Calhoun siblings, from Jim, the oldest, to sister Valerie, 18 years
younger. He always admired that his grandfather was an accomplished diesel engine mechanic for the railroad.
Even in youth, Jim was struck that his grandfather read whatever he could get ahold of on diesel engines,
always eager for learning. Jim determined that he would stretch to go to college. He attended Albany Teachers College (today’s
State University of New York at Albany), majoring in physics education. Jim even pressed through to his master’s degree.
He married Willie (1938-2011), his first wife, also a UCH member, and during 50 years of marriage they lived in as varied places as
California, Colorado, Georgia, and Virginia. Jim was a telecommunications engineer. Willie worked in computer sciences. Their
life was marked by curiosity and learning.
Jim wanted other youth who also come from economic little to have opportunity for continued formal schooling. He gave
periodically to the Scholarship Fund from the time of his joining the UCH after retirement in 2006, but his $100,000 was the
largest gift ever received by the Fund. He had arranged that his estate supplemented that even further, received in 2021.
The Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund is directly solely to graduates of the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania public high school. Created
and administered by the UCH, it is the largest locally offered post-secondary scholarship and the only one to offer mentorship
from an adult in a matched field of interest.
—Submitted by Cordell Affeldt

Current Investment
At the beginning of last year, UCH migrated multiple funds, including the LaGrone fund, to the Unitarian Universalist Common
Endowment Fund (UUCEF). The Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Committee was excited and curious to see what it would be like.
The UUCEF is a comingling of funds from UU congregations. The formal Investment Objective is, “With the guiding lens of UU
values and principles, strive to achieve consistent returns within a moderate risk tolerance over the long term, sufficient to allow
Congregations to take regular distributions and maintain the value of principal after adjustment for inflation and after all
expenses.”
The entire UUCEF fund is a fully diversified investment program valued at more than $274 million. Diversification helps to reduce
risk, even out returns, and decrease the chances for large swings in our fund’s total value. This helps us continue to provide
scholarship recipients with the funds to help pay for their education and should help allay the effects of inflation on spending
power. College never seems to get cheaper.
The Committee was also interested in the socially responsible investments. This supports UU values. But will it affect returns?
We see that the 10-year return of the fund was 9.0% as a whole, which ranked in the second quartile of the universe of
endowments and foundations of a similar size. This puts us in a decent position, even when compared to endowments that may
not participate in socially responsible investments.
Of particular interest were the various social causes the UUCEF chooses to promote (or avoid) via investing. UUCEF investments
are screened on environmental, social and governance (ESG) criteria. Additionally, up to 5% of the fund is authorized for
community investment, providing access to capital for low-income individuals. Being part of a larger fund means we can give
greater leverage to supporting our UU values.
As a point of reference, the LaGrone Fund stood at $424,383 on Dec. 31, 2021. All in all, we have been pleased with the UUCEF
and hope to see increased returns in both the material and the social justice aspects of our investments. Donors to our
scholarship fund can be reassured in the governance of our funds, and future scholarship recipients will also reap the rewards.
—Submitted by Diane Stables
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Social Justice Roundtable
April 5: We The People Discussion
UUJusticePA is planning a Special Event on April 5, 2022 (via Zoom) in collaboration with Nick Pressley of We The People. Join us
as we engage in a community conversation with We The People to discuss issues important to Pennsylvanians.
A community conversation is the first step in building a plan that addresses the needs of working people and families of
Pennsylvania. We need your help to identify the challenges facing our children, our seniors, and our at-risk neighbors and
friends. Please join UUJusticePA to share your concerns and suggestions about how to build a Pennsylvania that works for
ALL of us! UUJusticePA Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/7132347624
—Submitted by Anita Mentzer

May 8: Post-Carding Event
As UUs, we are guided in our lives by seven principles. All of them help us navigate our world and our relationships to those
around us. When a group of people are denied human rights, it is our duty as UUs to help bring justice for them as best we can.
In Pennsylvania, such an injustice is about to occur. Our state General Assembly is considering ending our reproductive rights.
This injustice involves the right to choose to have children. Our state senators and representatives are going to ask PA citizens to
vote to accept an amendment to the PA Constitution that says there will no longer be a right to an abortion or funding for an
abortion in Pennsylvania. This will bypass the governor’s ability to veto such an action.
As a woman who is no longer of childbearing age, I stand with all citizens who can bear children to be able to choose how to take
care of their bodies and to use medical advice to make these decisions. Many of these legislators believe that no reason
whatsoever should be valid to prevent a person from bearing a child if they become pregnant, whether by choice, rape, incest or
are medically challenged to have a safe pregnancy.
On behalf of UUJusticePA, I am asking our congregation to think about the consequences this proposed amendment to the PA
Constitution would bring. I am asking you to join me in writing postcards to our legislators on Mothers’ Day, May 8, 2022, urging
them NOT to support Senate Bill (SB) 956 and House Bill (HB) 2252, which will discriminate against many of PA’s citizens. I want
my children and grandchildren to continue to live their lives with the freedom to choose and to have safe medical care, just as I
have had during my life.
We will be hosting a post-carding session for you to urge your legislators to respect our freedom of choice. Pennsylvania families
do not need this added burden to their lives. Postcards, stamps and legislator addresses will be provided. Stay tuned to the May
REPORTER and News UU Can UUse for details.
—Submitted by Karen Sykes, co-leader of the Reproductive Justice team of UUJusticePA

May 20-21: UUJusticePA Annual Meeting at Clover Lane
UUJusticePA will convene its annual meeting at Clover Lane. The meeting
begins at 7:00 p.m. Friday, followed by a performance by the Central PA
Womyn’s Chorus. On Saturday, the keynote speaker is Rev. Fred Small. A
UU minister for more than two decades, Fred is also a singer-songwriter
and environmental lawyer. In 2015 he left parish ministry to devote his
energies to advocating and organizing for environmental, racial, and
climate justice.
—Submitted by Rachel Mark

June 11-13: PA Climate Convergence
This summer, UCH has a unique opportunity to participate in the PA Climate Convergence in
Harrisburg, starting Saturday, June 11. Saturday events include arts, music, and fun at
Riverfront Park. Sunday will include a multifaith gathering, speakers, panelists, and a march
led by youth and children; Lorax hats encouraged. Monday will offer an opportunity to
participate in direct action to inform our legislators of the urgent need to act on climate.
—Submitted by Rachel Mark
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Membership News
New Member Sunday

Over the two years of the pandemic, UCH has
welcomed 11 new members into our church.
March 13, the congregation welcomed these
individuals in a brief ceremony during Sunday
services. From left, these includes Charlotte
Henninger-Voss, Carol Buskirk, Claire Bethel
(behind), Ron Selin, Jenn McPoyle, and Corine
Charrier. Also pictured are Bart Carpenter,
Membership Chair, and Rev. David.
Participating remotely were new members
Jennifer Reed, Sin Rabe, and Paul and Deb
Haken. Congratulations to all!
— Submitted by Bart Carpenter.

Corine Charrier

Corine Charrier is a native of Valence, France, and has lived in Central Pennsylvania for 33 years. She has
two adult sons. She is a high school teacher and lives in Mechanicsburg. She is a member of the Alleweil
Jung German Folk Dancers group at the Lancaster Liederkranz, the Harrisburg Contra Dance Association,
and the Red Head Yoga Studio. She is looking forward to joining UCH, a tolerant spiritual community, to
meet open-minded friends and spread kindness. Her connection coach is Caroline Parke.

Gregory Carrow-Boyd

Gregory C. Carrow-Boyd, MEd, is a Master Credentialed Religious Educator. He is a doctoral candidate at
the University of Southern California Rossier School of Education, studying Organizational Change and
Leadership. He grew up at UCH and is the son of UCH member Margaret Carrow; the congregation will
vote April 24 on his ordination.
Greg loves to dance and to spend time with the special young people in his life. He also serves as the
Director of Research and Innovation for More Than Sex-Ed, a Greater LA-based sexuality education
collective that brings the comprehensive sexuality education curriculum, Our Whole Lives, to schools,
home school groups and the greater community.

Transitions
Celebrate the lives of these members of our extended family.

Joyce Dourte (1953-2022)
UCH member Joyce Dourte, 68, died on March 11 after a long battle with cancer. She is survived by her husband, Dale; two
daughters and their spouses; four grandchildren; and four siblings and their families. A celebration of life is scheduled at 1:00
p.m. Saturday, April 9, at The Timbers in Mount Gretna.
Professionally, Joyce was a special education teacher in the Annville-Cleona School District for more than 36 years. She and Dale
joined UCH in 2005. Among other things, she was active for more than a decade in the Connecting Our Unitarian Church of
Harrisburg (COUCH) program and was a frequent attendee at the Clover Lane Coffee House.

Ray Powell Memorial Service, April 23
A memorial service honoring the life of Raymond Powell, 48, son of David Powell, will be held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, at
the UCH, with details forthcoming News You Can UUse.
Ray died in a tragic drowning accident Jan. 17 in Desert Springs, California. Ray was an infant in the UCH nursery in the 1970s and
participated in the RE program through his school years. In his early 20s, he moved West, where he enjoyed the climate and open
spaces. He was a self-employed geek. Ray was divorced and left behind three beautiful young daughters with whom he had
shared custody.
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UCH News
Grounds and Garden Team Needs You!
Play in the dirt. Because life is too short to always have clean fingernails. ~Garden Therapy

Marvelous Garden Makeover: 9:00 a.m. April 30

The Marvelous Garden Makeover is coming soon! Plants have been ordered and will
arrive the week of April 24 with planting day scheduled for Saturday, April 30. If you like
to garden, please join us! We have 128 plants to get into the ground, and we could use
your help! We will begin at 9:00 a.m.
If you have a favorite garden tool, please bring
it along because we plan to weed the beds
before we plant. We are also providing a chili
and cornbread lunch, but we need you to sign
up so that we have an accurate headcount. Use
the TIME TO SIGN UP link to let us know how
many in your family will be joining us.

Tree Removals
You may have noticed that several evergreen trees on our west boundary have red ribbons or red XXs on their trunks. Last
fall, the Buildings and Grounds Improvement Task Force completed a tree inventory. Among other things, UCH members
Ellen Roane and Larry Beyer marked specific trees as diseased, dying, or dead. In total, there are 43 trees slated for
eventual removal and replacement as well as others that need to be trimmed or pruned. This work will be done in stages,
based on funding. Our immediate goal is the 11 trees described below.
In early April, Details Landscaping will remove five spruce trees at the end of the upper parking lot and replace them with
five green giant arborvitaes. In addition, they will remove another six trees on the west boundary below the UCH garden
shed; these are leaning precariously over the neighbor’s shed. We hope to replace these six and proceed with other
removals based on available funding.
— Submitted by Anita Mentzer, Chair

UU Christian Fellowship (UUCF)

UUCF is a national organization of UUs – non-creedal followers of Jesus rooted in the
history and tradition of Unitarian Universalism. All who wish to freely follow Jesus are
welcome to be members of the UUCF. The UUCF especially ministers to those who feel
they are too UU to be Christian and too Christian to be UU. UUCF is a movement and
organization of members who are interested in exploring liberal Christianity as we walk
freely in the spirit of Jesus, growing our souls and the soul of the world.
The organization also has a Facebook page, and you can also sign up to receive the
Wednesday Word (recent “Word,” at right).
— Submitted by Jim Cavenaugh

A Recent “Wednesday Word”
God, surprise us with news
We’ve been waiting to hear.
News of deliverance,
News of hope,
News of peace at long last.
God, surprise us with the burden
Of our part in all of it,
To serve You and Your dream
Of justice and mercy,
And the world made

Information for Potential New Members
The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg is a welcoming congregation, open to people from any/all (or no)
religious backgrounds. If you are new to Unitarian Universalism, we encourage you to peruse 100
Questions that Non-Members Ask about Unitarian Universalism for background information about our
faith tradition. An overview of the “Pathways to Membership” at UCH appears on our website.
For further information about our congregation and the membership process, please feel free to reach out
to Bart Carpenter or another member of the Membership Action Council. During the pandemic, we are
conducting information sessions via Zoom, and we welcome your inquiries.
— Submitted by Bart Carpenter
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Calendar
Date

Time

February 2022
Group

Location

Fri 1
Various
Heart Rhythm Meditation
Zoom
Heart Rhythm Meditation (HRM) is a type of meditation that involves conscious breathing, in which the individual consciously
controls their breathing in order to influence their mental, emotional, and physical state. Join
Libby Tisdell in twice-weekly sessions, via Zoom:

Heart Rhythm
Meditation

Friday mornings from 9:00-10:00 a.m. (Friday Zoom link)
Monday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 p.m. (Monday link)
People can drop in or out as they want. Please contact Libby Tisdell for additional information.

Sun 10
7:00
Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)
Zoom
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and (historically) at the
church. During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom. This month, the group meets to discuss In the
Ruins of Neoliberalism: The Rise of Antidemocratic Politics in the West, by Wendy Brown. From Amazon:
In the Ruins of Neoliberalism casts the hard-right turn as animated by socioeconomically
aggrieved white working- and middle-class populations but contoured by neoliberalism’s
multipronged assault on democratic values. From its inception, neoliberalism flirted with
authoritarian liberalism as it warred against robust democracy. It repelled social-justice claims
through appeals to market freedom and morality. It sought to de-democratize the state,
economy, and society and re-secure the patriarchal family. In key works of the founding
neoliberal intellectuals, Wendy Brown traces the ambition to replace democratic orders with
ones disciplined by markets and traditional morality and democratic states with technocratic
ones.

On the horizon:
May: Anne Case and Angus Deaton, Deaths of Despair and Future of Capitalism
June: Kazuo Ishiguro, Klara and the Sun
July: Annie Proulx, Bird Cloud: A Memoir of Place
August: Amanda Gorman, Call Us What We Carry: Poems
September: Damon Galgut, The Promise: A Novel
October: Regina Stoltzfus and Tobin Shearer, Been in the Struggle: Pursuing an Antiracist
Spirituality
November: Edward Dolnick, The Writing of the Gods: The Race to Decode the Rosetta Stone
Please contact Don Brown for information.
Sat 23

9:00

Adopt-A-Highway

Clover Lane

The Adopt-a-Highway cadre is responsible for two miles of Lindle Road near the Clover
Lane campus. Policing actions are held in the spring, summer, and fall, and we’ll be joining
other teams for the Great PA Clean-Up. PennDOT provides orange safety vests and
highway warning signs that we use during litter pick-ups. It also provides trash bags and
picks up the bagged litter from the roadside. Volunteers must be at least eight years old,
and those under age 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Meet at Clover Lane to start;
clean-up lasts about 90 minutes. Please contact John Hargreaves for information.
Tue 26

6:30

Auction Planning Committee

Zoom

Date: Nov. 5, 2022 Place: UCH Clover Lane
The Auction Planning Committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. This month, the meeting is again via Zoom.
Start thinking now about auction ideas and donations for 2022! Come brainstorm ideas, themes, and be a part of the fun, food,
and fabulous Auction Committee. Your talent and help planning the 2022 Church Auction is always welcome. We are looking
for ideas to make this year's auction a huge success.
Please contact Patti Hazell (717-576-9848) for additional information. A Zoom link will be sent to Auction Committee members
a few days prior to the meeting.
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