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From the Minister
The Rev. Dr. Tony Johnson is serving as UCH
Minister 2018-21.

Worship Services

It is a hot summer day where I am.
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
But not as hot as in other cities. I am
not talking about the temperature
of the air (though that would also
be a true statement). I am talking
about the political temperature.
The United States is in the midst of
two major crises, compounded by a
third.
The first crisis is the health crisis identified with the global
pandemic that is COVID-19. While new infections are
trending down in many places, the crisis is far from over,
even in places where infections are trending down. New
infections are trending down where I live. But they are
trending up in many other cities, particularly in Southern and
Each Sunday morning, the church will email:
Western states.
A link to the components for the Sunday service
The second crisis is the ongoing racism of our society, made
A link to Zoom session for 11:30 coffee and conversation
horribly more visible this year in the murder of black people
by police officers. The crisis is not the proliferating demonstrations of antiracism in the streets. It is not even the occasional violent
acts of protesters. The current manifestation of crisis that began with the police murdering civilians continues with the police
assaulting protesters. Even when most of the protesters assaulted are white, it is an assault on the people of color with whom the
mostly white protesters in Portland stand.
While on vacation, I turned my attention to everything except the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg. That is the only way a minister
can actually take time off: by paying attention to everything but the church. It has helped my ability to relax that the Newark area
(like New York City) has had demonstrations without significant violence by police or protesters. I could not, however, turn away
from the crises with which all of us will be living for the foreseeable future: COVID-19, white supremacy, and—of course—climate
change.
I look forward to engaging with you again, as we commence our third year of ministry together. The church is where people can
find the strength and even the means to address these crises in society and the personal crises in their lives. It is where people can
grow as human beings and be sustained by spiritual nurture. The ministry of the UCH is more important than ever.

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson
August Share the Plate: Harrisburg Center for Peace & Justice
Each month, we share half of our Sunday plate with a local non-profit. This month, we share the plate with the Harrisburg Center for Peace & Justice.

The Harrisburg Center for Peace & Justice educates the Harrisburg community about housing issues and opportunities and
provides counseling and advocacy for individual clients. It responds to daily calls about rights and responsibilities of tenants and
landlords, provides assistance regarding impending eviction notices, negotiates payment plans to maintain utility services, meets
with clients with credit problems, and serves as Representative Payee for clients with Social Security disability income who have
experienced homelessness in the past.

Ministerial Search Committee
The Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) has continued to meet regularly and is hard at work. Be on the lookout for the MSC
congregational survey later in August, along with updates to the website. Cottage meetings and focus groups are planned to
follow via Zoom starting in September. The committee is composed of Jane Bechtel, Marsha Dulaney, Chris Dutton, Laura
Edinger, Bridgette Parker, Dan Vaughn, and Emily Webb. Questions or comments for the group as a whole can be emailed to
searchcom2020@uchbg.org.
─ Submitted by Bridgette Parker
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From the Board of Trustees
President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

My cat is enjoying this quarantine. Her
human is home most of the time now, so
she gets more attention and affection.
She can also meow for food more easily,
since her human is always nearby to
serve her every need.
Her human is not enjoying the quarantine
as much. I'm grateful for my friendly cat,
but she doesn't replace my human friends. Like most of you,
I’m staying home. There aren’t many places to go to anyway,
since many activities have been cancelled and many
businesses are closed.
I've been thinking about our beloved community more often
these days. Most of us are quarantined at home, and that
keeps us separated, from both our church community and
our other friends. How can we keep our bonds and
community strong as the quarantine lingers on and on? How
can we avoid drifting apart? I'm already feeling more distant
from my friends, and this has me concerned. What will
happen in the next three months if I still don't see them? Will
I forget them? Will they forget me?
n an unusual way, we are perhaps fortunate that this is
the worst of our problems. Our church is otherwise doing
well in the practical, day-to-day operations that keep our
church functioning. We have excellent Sunday services
each week. Our staff is working hard to keep the mechanics
of the church operating. Our finances are strong. You have
been generous in your pledges for this new church year. Rev.
Johnson has returned from his well-deserved vacation,
refreshed and invigorated to continue with us.

I

But let us not underestimate the importance of community
and connection. It is vital, and it will be the future of our

congregation. Yes, it will be joyful when we can eventually
meet together, but we must keep our connections strong
until that time.
o I ask you to please reach out to church members
who may be isolated. Please keep them connected.
Please keep yourself connected as well. Reach out to
others when you need. And do what you can to keep
our collective community strong over the next few months.
We need all of you.

S

Here's one thing that may help us. Cory Ness, our new
Director of Religious Exploration (DRE), is starting some
online events for us. Some are for the youth, and some are
for adults. I encourage you to consider these. Not only are
they good opportunities for learning, but they are also a
chance to reconnect with members of our church
community.
Do you have an idea for an online series? Something that will
keep our community strong? It doesn't even have to be
educational. It could be lighthearted or even just an excuse
to drink coffee with others. Please send your ideas to Mary
Henninger-Voss, and she will work with you to schedule a
time for a video meeting each week.
his quarantine might last for several more months,
and the isolation won't be healthy for our spiritual
and emotional lives or for our community. We are all
human, and we joined this congregation in part for
the community and connections it brings. Let us all work to
support each other and nurture our community until we can
meet in person again.

T

David Spear

Ordination of Robin Coriander Stillwater
Please join us on Saturday, Aug. 8, for the ordination
of Robin Coriander Stillwater. This will be a LIVE
service with the virtual doors opening at 12:30 p.m.
Eastern time. The service will start shortly after 1:00
p.m.; we will use Facebook Live to share this event
with you. Please check our UCH Facebook Event page
for details. We will also send an eBlast next week
with details to all members and friends of UCH. If you
haven't already done so, you can subscribe to our
eNews, News You Can UU’s, at this link. If you have
any questions, please contact Kel or Tavia at the
church office (717-564-4761).
─ Submitted by Kel Kyle
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Religious Exploration (RE)
Introducing Cory Ness
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration

This summer, our children have been engaged in Religious Exploration through thoughtful worship and story,
through Dr. Seuss and our UU Principles. As we prepare for Fall, we have a full program planned for both
children and adults. Please note that How to Be an Antiracist starts Aug. 4.

All Members: Creating Sabbath Space
It's been several months now
that we have been sheltering in
place. Ministers and DREs across
the U.S. have been working behind the scenes to
gather resources and reviewing strategies that are the
most beneficial to our families during this
unprecedented time. I'm excited to introduce
“Creating Sabbath Space,” organized by the UU network Soul Matters.
Creating Sabbath Space is a five-week process, specifically created in respons to COVID-19. Per Soul Matters, "The theological
underpinning rests in two ancient ideas held in various forms across many religions:
In times of trouble, be extra sure to keep the Sabbath (i.e. make space for worship, rest and connection).
Home altars help bring your faith into your daily life."
Each weekly installment includes three components:
Guidance for building a family home altar, growing it each week by adding a new component one by one.
A family worship to honor those weekly additions to your altar
A couple of "after-worship" activities to continue your family Sabbath time by connecting and relaxing together.
I will also hold weekly Zoom meetings for all families to participate. This will be a time to discuss our experience from the previous
week and to share our altar tables.
This is something anyone can participate in, whether you come from a family of one or if there are several families living in the
same household - (you'all) are invited to join us!
Please fill out the registration form to express your interest in this program and in participating in our weekly Zoom calls. Include
your email address and your preferred day of the week as well as the time of day you are available. I would like to begin this
program the last week in August.

Children/Youth RE
If you need to enroll your child in RE, please contact me at CoryTheDRE@uchbg.org. This Fall, we will be using three different
programs, based on age groups.

CARTUUNS – Grades K-6

There is no reason why children can’t have fun while they are learning! CARTUUNS uses animated shorts from Pixar and
Disney as the basis for discussion about the values inherent in Unitarian Universalism. These short animated films run 3-ll
minutes, making it easy to keep a child's attention, even if class is being held online. Discussion and fun activities keep
children engaged and coming back for more. CARTUUNS has been designed to work with any RE class setting, whether class is
being held in person or online. CARTUUNS will also work seamlessly, if classes transition between settings during the RE year.
What could be more fun than watching CARTUUNS?

Coming of Age (COA) – Grades 7-9

During the coming year, we will work together to strengthen the family bonds that young teens share as well as develop new
levels of responsibility. Participants in the Coming of Age program are in the midst of an inevitable transition, a time of
external and internal transformation. This class offers a chance for reflection within a peer group during this intense season
of life. The adult facilitators and mentors offer support, ask questions, and encourage the individual process of reflection and
growth. At the conclusion of our program in the spring, we intend to have achieved a new level of awareness that
demonstrates and solidifies the transition from childhood to youth.
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Youth RE – Grades 10-12

Teens and Youth Group Advisors co-lead to discuss current events through a UU lens, develop and challenge personal beliefs,
and plan a youth-led service for Spring 2021. Our youth are also invited to build roots and are sustained in Unitarian
Universalism by attending services with friends, mentors, and family and by serving as Usher, Greeter, Lay Liturgist, Member
Reflection Speaker, Musician, Sound Engineer, Coffee Hour Host, or Helping with BabyGarden or K-9 RE, recognizing their
importance in our community just by their presence, not by what they can do for us.
Youth Group strives to provide a balanced experience for youth in the program by incorporating the Six Components of a
Balanced Youth Ministry:
 Worship - is an important and sacred part of any balanced youth ministry. Youth worship may be interactive and nontraditional.
 Leadership - Opportunities to develop leadership skills and then put them into practice are integral parts of youth
programming.
 Justice and Service - Youth have passionate opinions about social issues. Justice and service programming is a way for
youth to express and explore our values and put action behind our concerns.
 Learning - Almost every aspect of programming can provide learning experiences for youth. Small group ministry,
covenant groups, or other venues can provide space for healthy discussion—sparked by the topic of a guest speaker,
movie, or from youth’s own experiences.
 Community Building - Honor our friends and loved ones, and the social aspects of youth programs. Community building,
or socializing, is a time for people to get to know one another.
 Youth-Adult Relations - The last but certainly not least important component of a balanced youth program is essential.
Communities where youth and adults work together and have power with each other have huge potential.

Adult RE Opportunities
For adults, we have three classes. One starts this month and the other two in September. I also
encourage members to sign up for Covenant Groups (page 5), which start in September. To
receive a Zoom invitation for any of the programs listed below, please register with the
corresponding form link. Email any questions to our DRE, Cory Ness.
HOW TO BE AN ANTIRACIST - Join us for a six-session discussion on "How to Be an
Antiracist" based on the book by Ibram X. Kendi. We will gather at 6:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month beginning Tuesday, Aug. 4. This program will include discussion from
the book as well as the videos and activities from the Workbook for How to Be an Antiracist.
You may purchase your copies through Amazon or your local bookstore. If the cost of the books
is prohibitive for your participation, please contact Cory. Register at this link.
SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
Spiritual Practices is a 12-session series that helps
participants develop regular disciplines of the spirit practices that help us connect with the sacred.
Spiritual Practice affirms religious diversity while
seeking unity in our communal quest for meaning and
wholeness. Each session offers a forum for learning,
sharing, and growth that can enrich our personal faith
journeys. We will meet twice a month on the 1st and
3rd Wednesday of each month beginning in September
at 1 p.m. Register at this link.
STITCHERS GROUP
Join us every 2nd Friday of the month at 10 a.m. for our Stitchers Group. This
is a needle arts group for knitters, crocheters, quilters, cross-stitchers,
weavers and more, where we can all gather with our projects to stitch and
chat. No agenda - just building connections. Register at this link. .

The UCH REPORTER, Vol. 56, No. 1

August 2020

Page 4

Church News
Covenant Group Sign-Ups
Hard to believe that the summer will soon be winding down and fall
activities will begin. As with the rest of the world, those beginnings
will not be the same as other autumns. The stress, uncertainty and
anxiety of these times presents its challenges to us individually, as
families, as a congregation and as a global community.
One of the many ways that you can choose to take care of yourself
during these times is to join a Covenant Group at UCH. Covenant Groups are groups of 6-8 adults who make a 9-month
commitment to meet monthly for a 2-hour session, led by co-facilitators.
Covenant Groups provide:
A place to belong
A place for spiritual exploration where each person’s journey is honored
A sacred space where the stories of our lives are heard
A safe place, strengthening the fabric of our beloved community
A place to listen better and care more
Due to the pandemic restrictions, the Covenant Groups will be meeting on Zoom for the 2020-2021 year. For many, this may be
an easier way to join without concern for transportation issues or driving in bad weather. For some, the technology may be a
challenge, but we can help with simple instructions and encouragement. Anyone with a computer, iPad or smartphone can join
from the comfort of their home.
We are offering a group on the second Monday and second Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and on the second Wednesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. Sign-ups begin on August 1 and end on August 30. Groups will be limited in size due to Zoom format so
early signup is encouraged to get a space.
You can sign up by clicking on this link, by emailing Sandy Hamstra, or by calling her at 717-309-5357. Sandy would be happy to
register you or answer your questions.
The Covenant Group Ministry Team looks forward to seeing you in the Fall!
─ Submitted by Sandy Hamstra

Membership News

Tom Atkinson’s 80th Birthday
UCH member Tom Atkinson turned 80 on July
19. Celebrating with him were UCH members
(from left) Marjy Hartman and Melanie
Stegman, along with Lois Voigt.
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LaGrone News
Wikipedia and Oliver LaGrone
Ed. Note: Cordell Affeldt developed the original Wikipedia entry on Oliver LaGrone in 2016 and has been continuously refining it ever since. This narrative
describes the process, including her most recent success deploying a photo of Oliver on the Wikipedia site.

January 2016: A fellow Costa Rican traveler, a Harvard librarian, on hearing me tell
of Oliver LaGrone, urges me to create a Wikipedia page on him. I think, “That would
be a lot of work.”
March 2016: Sitting on Florida's Gulf, in our tiny box of a travel trailer, while spouse
Larry fishes, I begin drafting. I scour Wikipedia's how-to postings, repeatedly, slowly
absorbing both technical and content direction. Many, many photos were not
accepted for use in the article because attempts to reach Oliver’s descendants for
permission were not successful.
September 2016: After many back-and-forth communications with Wikipedia
editors, my article is accepted and posted on the Internet. For several years,
continued minor editing becomes my steady diet. Photos of the sculpture LaGrone
created under a WPA arts government grant are allowed. Larry’s Albuquerque photo
of Mercy against an outrageously red hospital wall is accepted. Someone else puts
up a 1937 Smithsonian photo of Oliver covering in plaster his original clay work.
2016-2018: After consulting with the archivist at Penn State University (PSU)
Harrisburg, where LaGrone taught 1970-1976, I organize and submit UCH's
documents and memorabilia on LaGrone and the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship
Program to the Cranbrook Academy of Art. The UCH president signs the forms. After
many months and personnel changes, Cranbrook completes its process. I can now
attribute quotes from UCH members of interactions with Oliver by formal reference
to the Cranbrook archives─and move the wiki up a notch on Wikipedia's
quality scale. We include the 1942 photo (above right), showing early work
on the Harriet Tubman sculpture now in the foyer at UCH.

LaGrone with maquette of his bust of
Harriet Tubman, Cranbrook Academy of Art,
1942; Courtesy Cranbrook Archives).

2018: Spurred by the wiki, a Google algorithm generates LaGrone images for
its search pages, a University of Eastern Michigan art historian uses the wiki
as an academic reference for an upcoming exhibit, an art collector from
Washington state verifies possession of one of LaGrone’s very first works,
Black. The author of an excellent PSU master’s thesis referenced over and
over again initiates contact from Florida.
July 2019: My visit to the Cranbrook archives in Michigan during a Midwest
trip reveals much about Oliver's rich life in Detroit before he came to
Harrisburg in his 60s. Major edits to the wiki follow, including arranging for a
picture (above) of Oliver creating the bust of Harriet Tubman.
March 2020: The UCH video on LaGrone, edited by UCH member Max
Maxwell, can be linked to the wiki via the new UCH YouTube channel.
2019-2020: Now-deceased UCH member Richard Anliot took a photo for a
1972 UUA magazine article on Oliver. By cropping living persons from the
image in our files, it was ideal for the wiki. After my previous false starts
toward permission, extended communications with the Anliot heirs, James
and Linda, come to fruit. The cropped photo (right) can be included in the
wiki.
My Wikipedia journey wound into many corners that I did not anticipate at
the outset. Well beyond the technical considerations, I have been deeply
moved by learning more of Oliver LaGrone’s model of humanity. We are
fortunate to have him to honor and learn from.
LaGrone teaching sculpting to UCH children, 1972; photo
courtesy Richard Anliot estate

─ Submitted by Cordell Affeldt
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Church News
2020 Auction: Nov 7-14
On July 30, 1920, about a decade after the start of scouting, the
1st World Scout Jamboree opened in London, with 8,000 Boy
Scouts from 34 nations. A glass-roofed hall was filled with a foot
of turfed earth to allow all scouts to rotate into camp for a few
days at the week-long event. The rest camped at a nearby park,
which had to be evacuated when the Thames overflowed.
The founder of scouting, Robert Baden-Powell, closed out the
week with these words: “The Jamboree has taught us that if we
exercise mutual forbearance and give and take, then there is
sympathy and harmony…so that we may help to develop peace
and happiness in the in the world and goodwill among men (sic).”
Future Jamborees emphasized comradeship among the nations
and were held in large outdoor venues.
UCH’s Roaring Twenties auction showcases comradeship among
our church members. We won’t let the pandemic destroy our
annual event; together we will make our first virtual auction a
success! Please save the dates of both Saturdays, November 7 and
14 for our opening and closing virtual events, but you can bid all
week. Sorry, no campsites will be provided for that week.
“Be prepared” and have your auction donations submitted before
October 1. UCH member Dave Forster and his son Ian attended
the National Jamboree in 2001, and Ian’s Eagle Scout project
created UCH’s labyrinth! Dave Forster, a Scout and Scoutmaster for years, plans to offer outdoor adventures for those who want
to learn camping and hiking skills. Do you have a favorite activity you want to lead? Can you donate a really good pocketknife and
water purifier? Do you have a tent, sleeping bag, pad, or climbing equipment that you no longer use? If you are good with a
needle and thread, can you donate some clothing repairs or sew some badges? Perhaps you can bake 100-200 cookies for
someone’s special event.
Please donate items worth $50 or more. The donor is responsible for (1) holding onto the item until after the auction and
(2) making arrangements for pick up directly with the winner after the auction. “Be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.” And have all photos and descriptions in by October 1, but
you can send them now to uchauction@gmail.com.
─ Submitted by Patti Hazel

We March. We Act.
The next phone banking will be held on Saturday, Aug. 15. There will
be a complete training via Zoom starting at 9:15 a.m. Please complete
the online form if you would like to join the effort. All are welcome.
No experience necessary!
We March. We Act. (in collaboration with the "spinoff" group Power
to the Hill, which is solely focused on voter engagement) continues to
work on the goal of removing roadblocks for historically marginalized
voters. For over two years now, members and friends of UCH have
supported this vital, non-partisan work in many ways including
knocking on doors, making phone calls, preparing food, and giving
financially. In 2020, the UUA has chosen UU the VOTE in 2020 as its primary focus for justice and inclusion work. It turns out that
UCH is ahead of the curve!
As door to door canvassing is not possible right now, the strategy has changed to phone banking. We are now calling registered
voters in the city of Harrisburg (9th Ward - Districts 1, 2, and 3).
─ Submitted by Wendy Shaver
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Calendar
Date

Time

August 2020
Group

Location

Wed 5
5:30
QueenSpirit (Monthly)
Off-Site
QueenSpirit is a co‐created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first Wednesday
of the month. This month, we meet at the New Cumberland Boro Park pavilion. Social
distancing and mask-wearing are required. Potluck dinner during the work session will
give us enough time to put at least one card together. Bring images, glue stick, card stock
(5" x 8", or comfortable working size), scissors, cutting mat. Susan will supply lots of
pictures, extra x-acto knives, card stock, and glue sticks. If you want a theme for your
card(s), consider: sisterhood, the pandemic, friendship.

QueenSpirit

All who identify as women are welcome in a co-creating sacred space. Please bring a favorite dish, dessert or beverage to share.
Bring your place setting and serving spoons and plates. Please RSVP by July 31 if you plan to attend. Contact Rebecca Waldemar
for further information.
Fri 7
6:00
Online Trivia Night
Zoom
Our weekly trivia night continues tonight, hosted each week by a different member of
our community. Join your church friends for a unique set of trivia, combined with humor
and merriment. Meeting ID: 971 7118 3287. Repeats weekly at 6:00 p.m. Please note
that Zoom will require a passcode starting mid-July. Please watch News You Can UU’s
for the passcode.

Friday Night
TRIVIA

Please contact Dan Vaughn for additional information.
Sun 9
7:00
Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)
Zoom
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and (historically) at the
church. During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom. This month, the group meets to discuss This
Land: How Cowboys, Capitalism, and Corruption Are Ruining the American West, by Christopher Ketcham. From the internet:
This Land is a colorful muckraking journey--part Edward Abbey, part Upton Sinclair-exposing the rot in American politics that is rapidly leading to the sell-out of our
national heritage. The book ends with Ketcham's vision of ecological restoration
for the American West: freeing the trampled, denuded ecosystems from the
effects of grazing, enforcing the laws already in place to defend biodiversity,
allowing the native species of the West to recover under a fully implemented
Endangered Species Act, and establishing vast stretches of public land where there will be no development at all, not even
for recreation.
Please contact Don Brown for information.

Philosophy
& Literature

Tue 25

6:30

Auction Planning Committee

Zoom

Theme: The Roaring ’20s Date (virtual): November 7-14, 2020
The Auction Planning Committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. Come
brainstorm ideas, themes, and be a part of the fun, food, and fabulous Auction
Committee. Your talent and help planning the 2020 Church Auction is always
welcome. We are looking for ideas to make this year's auction a huge success.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are planning to meet via Zoom. If you are already
a member of the Auction Committee, you will receive an email invite to attend the meeting. Otherwise, please contact Patti
Hazell if you wish to attend.

Panache to UU: “What’s for Dinner?”
Many thanks to the following individuals who donated dinners to this year’s
Panache: Patti Hazell, Emily Webb, Cordell Affeldt, Laura Shemick/Rima
Cameron, Ann Sitrin, Margaret Carrow, Bart Carpenter, Yvonne DuVal, and
Kevin Geist/Andy Back.
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