REPORTER: News and Views for all UUs

February 2019

The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg: Building Bridges, Celebrating Community

From the Minister
The Rev. Dr. Tony Johnson is serving as UCH Minister 2018-19.

Worship Services
I regret that my parents never found
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Market, 11:30 a.m. Clover
Unitarianism or Universalism – I was 12
Feb. 3: Combined service at Clover at 10:30
years old when the denominations
consolidated – and that my friends
whose families belonged to the
Universalist Church on Main Street in
Danbury, CT, never invited me to their
church. I had to find this great faith on
my own. My going to college in Boston
helped me find my way to the liberal
faith that has been mine for nearly 50 years.
The children and youth of the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg
are fortunate to have this congregation with its commitment to religious education and the faith development of youth and young
adults. Again and again, I meet young adults who have grown up Unitarian Universalist, are rooted in their faith, and are finding
their way in the world. For example, this congregation has sent many young people into ministry. Among these are Gregory Boyd,
who is on the path to ministry and will lead a workshop and worship on April 6 and 7; Rob Keithan, social justice minister at All
Souls Church in Washington, DC; Sandra Fees, parish minister at Reading, PA; and Robin Stillwater, now on the path to chaplaincy.
It has also nurtured many into fulfilling lives, whatever their occupation.
How do we who are active today extend this faith in the world? How do we ensure that the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg
nurtures many more generations of young people to whom we offer this faith and many more generations of adults who will have
to find Unitarian Universalism on their own?
 First, we make it easier for them to find us. We must wear our faith proudly and speak of it as openly as do members of
other faiths. Are any of you up for a class or discussion on speaking our faith? One member suggested a discussion group
at Midtown Scholar. I am up for these. We talk up our faith.
 Second, we support and strengthen our existing institutions. We grow this mid-size congregation into a large
congregation. Each one of us supports our faith by giving generously to the local congregation of our skills, talents, and
financial resources.
 Third, we reach out into the wider community. We live out our commitment to our Principles as a congregation and as
individual citizens of various towns and cities. The UCH does this is many ways. For nearly a decade, the church has done
this from buildings in Allison Hill and Swatara Township. If the sale of 1508 Market Street is consummated, that cannot be
the end of UCH’s ministry to urban Harrisburg. We act on our faith.
February is Black History Month, which I will celebrate in the sermon on Feb. 10: African American Humanism – An Inconvenient
Truth. The long history of African American Humanism is a challenge to how we religious liberals think of our congregations and
ourselves, and how we discuss diversity.
Furthermore, the members need to give much of their energy in the coming weeks to their vision of this church in the future. The
third Visioning workshop will be on Saturday, Feb. 16, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Clover Lane. It is time to get specific.
We know what to do to extend this faith and strengthen this church or future generations. We talk. We give. We act.
And so, we grow!

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson
Visioning – Part 3 9:00 a.m. – noon, Sat. Feb 16
It is time to get concrete and specific about what you want the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg to be and to look like in
20 years. Should the vote to sell the Market Street building pass on Feb. 3, you will need to envision how to build the
future without that asset and location. The potential sale of Market Street need not limit the possibilities.
Dr. Anthony Johnson, minister, and Sara Palmer, director of religious education, will facilitate.
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Message from the Board
President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

On Sunday, Feb. 3, we will vote on the
sale of the Market Street property.
This moment is the culmination of a
long and thorough process that started
last summer with the cottage meetings.
Recall that the discussions about the
Market Street property grew out of
budget discussions. Our membership is
half of what was, so we needed to
balance the budget. This put all options
on the table, followed by more
presentations and discussions, followed by yet more
discussions.
Then we learned that Shalom House might be interested in
purchasing the property so it could expand its own ministry
and outreach to Allison Hill. Then came more discussions, a
presentation, and handouts. It has been a long process, and
you have participated faithfully all these months!
While the board thinks the sale is a good opportunity for us,
the congregation needs to vote to approve or disapprove the
sale.

W

hat would happen next? Many of you have asked
this. The Board would work with Shalom House
to develop and sign a formal contract to sell the
property. Most of the money would be used to
pay off the existing mortgage.
Then Rev. Johnson and the Finance Committee would
continue in earnest to develop the budget for the 2019-20
church year. Without the mortgage and building expenses,
our annual budget shortfall would be cut in half, but we would
still need to resolve the remaining $50,000 shortfall.
This will be coordinated with the beginning of the annual
stewardship campaign. We are hopeful that the clarity of
recent decisions will encourage the congregation to remain
faithful to the church and support our projected needs.
If the Market Street property is sold, we would put on hold
any consideration of selling other assets, at least until we
complete the current vision and mission process and see

how the annual budget and stewardship unfold over the
coming months. The board thinks it is wiser to take one major
step at a time.

W

e need to establish our identity and direction for
the coming years. This is what Rev. Johnson has
been leading us towards in the visioning
workshops. Who are we as a congregation?
Where do we want to focus our energies? How do we bring
together our different theologies and passions for the
betterment of our congregation?
In fact, what do you want in general for this congregation? Do
we like things as they are? Do we need new directions? What
should we keep that is familiar, and what should we replace
with something new?
Please remember that these decisions are yours to make. It is
your congregation. The Board and the minister have plenty of
ideas, but it is not ours to choose. You are the architects of our
future.
The visioning workshops have been fruitful so far, and I
encourage you to continue participating. These are our best
chance to clarify and create our future. We are all the
architects of this future and the directions we choose.

C

hange is coming to our congregation, in one form or
another. Change can be difficult and even painful, but
it also opens new opportunities. Whatever direction
you choose, I remain committed to this congregation
and will work hard to implement your choices.
Sincerely,

David Spear

February Share the Plate: Pennsylvania Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Network.
Each month, we share half of our Sunday plate with a local non-profit organization. In February, we share the plate with PAIRWN.

The Pennsylvania Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Network
(PAIWRN) was created to honor and enhance the lives of refugee
and immigrant women in Pennsylvania. Its mission is to help refer,
advocate, network, educate and empower immigrant and refugee
women to live to their fullest potential.
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Religious Exploration
RE Question Corner with DRE Sara Palmer
By Sara Palmer, DRE

I often get asked what I do for a living. It's a
proud mouthful I deliver with a smile: "I'm
the Director of Religious Exploration at the
Unitarian Church of Harrisburg." The
asker's head will tip to one side, absorbing
in the Exploration and Unitarian parts. And
almost every time, they follow-up with a
question or comment.
What is Unitarian?
Religious Exploration? Sounds cool.
Is that like a Sunday School Director? and
Where in Harrisburg?
It's the last one that is both easiest and most difficult to answer.
The Feb. 3 vote on the sale of the Market Street church appears in
most conversations I have at UCH these days. I hear many opinions,
many viewpoints, but almost always one emotion - a resigned grief
It seems to come from the loss of their beloved church home; or
from the loss of the larger, boisterous church community that
existed in the past; or the loss of the dreams woven into its
purchase ten years ago.
But overall, we're mourning.
A few weeks ago, a church member lamented to me:
"Sara, it's like we failed. What was the point? We were supposed to
do great things in this community and we didn't. Some of us did,
but we didn't."
My response to them is my response to you. All of you. Those who
grieve for untold different reasons:

I believe in a power greater than myself. It could be God, could be
the Universe, could be Nature. It could be assembled Humanity. No
matter how I define it, though, I find it has a viewpoint I'm rarely
able to see.
And a month or so ago, that power asked me to consider that we
hadn't failed at all. Maybe part of our job as a congregation of
loving humans was to buy and care for the Market Street building
until Shalom House grew enough to buy it themselves. In 2009,
were Shalom House's finances strong enough to purchase our
building? If we hadn't bought Market Street, would anyone else
have?
Maybe all of the joyful worship, all of the social action meetings, all
of the community outreach, and all of the maintenance in the last
ten years kept it from going the way of so many beautiful church
buildings on Allison Hill and all over Harrisburg —abandoned, slowly
collapsing on themselves, turning from jewels to eyesores in their
neighborhoods.
We may decide next Sunday to pass along Market Street to its next
keepers: an organization committed to empowering the same
neighborhood people we want to empower. To being a positive
force on Allison Hill and the city of Harrisburg. To living the
Principles of building a fair and just world.
So to all of you, my dearest UCH members and friends, I share this:
Our presence filled the space with love. We didn't fail. There was
always love.
In light,

Sara

Congregational Life
Envisioning the Future
The Congregational Life Team continues to focus on the process of visioning even as the congregation is being called to decide on the sale of
the Market Street Campus. Now more than ever is it imperative that we have a vision for the future of UCH. Many of you have participated in
the first two visioning sessions. Progress has been made, but more energy and imagination is needed.
Rosabeth Moss Kanter reminds us that, “A vision is not just a picture of what could be; it is an appeal to our better selves, a call to become
something more." This reminder is important as it calls us to be the highest and best version of ourselves. Yet as I sat in the first two visioning
sessions, I seemed to be hearing a wish to simply do more of what we have always done, only without the financial challenges.
Edwin Friedman, in his book, A Failure of Nerve: Leadership in the Age of the Quick Fix, observes that organizations can sometimes get
“imaginatively gridlocked” in a continual search for new answers to old questions rather than looking at the questions themselves. This led me
to wonder if we are asking ourselves the same old questions. I wonder what questions would inspire us to dream and act boldly as we move
forward. So here are a few questions to get you thinking:
Maybe we need to ask not what can we do, but who do we intend to be? Tomorrow, in 10 years, in 20 years?
What kind of UCH will we create for our grandchildren and great-grandchildren?
How can we continue to be relevant to, as Paul McCartney says, the “ever-changing world in which we live in?”
What does the most exciting, most life-changing, most justice-seeking, most welcoming, most diverse version of UCH look like to you?
What would ignite your passion, excitement and commitment for co-creating a new UCH vision for ourselves and for the Capital Region?
I hope that some of these questions will help you to “think outside the box.” Your creativity, passion and commitment are needed at the next
Visioning Retreat on Feb 16. Please join us as we gather from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Clover Lane. Mahatma Gandhi said, “A small body of
determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of human history.”
It's time for us to get fired up!
— Submitted by Sandy Hamstra, Chair, UCH Congregational Life Team
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Lay-Led Ministries
Helping People in Prison and Their Families
In the Executioner’s Shadow
The lay-led ministry Helping People in Prison and Their Families (HPPTF) is pleased
to collaborate with Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (PADP) in
screening In the Executioner's Shadow: A Story of Justice, Injustice, and the Death
Penalty at 7:00 p.m. Feb. 5 at Clover Lane. The evening includes questions and
answers (Q&A) and an update on the current state of the death penalty.
In the Executioner’s Shadow casts a penetrating look at the consequences of the
death penalty through three powerful stories – the rare perspective of a former
state executioner who comes within days of executing an innocent person; a
Boston Marathon bombing victim who struggles to decide what justice really
means; and the parents of a murder victim who choose to fight for the life of their
daughter’s killer. As the battle to overturn capital punishment comes to a head in
the U.S., this provocative film challenges viewers to question their deepest beliefs
about justice.
As wrongful convictions, botched executions, and a broken justice system inch
further into the spotlight, we must consider: What is justice? What part should the
death penalty play?
In the Executioner’s Shadow allows a glimpse into Jerry’s rarely seen world of death
row and execution. It explores Karen’s moral conflict as she attends the accused
bomber’s trial, a young man the same age as her son. It defies our perception of
justice as Vicki and Syl fight for the life of their daughter’s murderer. Please contact John Hargreaves for additional information.
—Submitted by John Hargreaves

Diane Metzger (1949-2019)
AA, BA, MA, Certified Paralegal

Tapwater Coffee

Diane Metzger died Jan. 17 in the SCI
Muncy prison infirmary at State
Correctional Institution (SCI)-Muncy. She
accomplished much while in prison:
bachelor's and master’s degrees and
electrician's certification; she published
poems and was a model prisoner. She
applied for pardons but was never
granted one.
In 1988 she was recognized by the
Pennsylvania Association of Adult
Continuing Education as the
Outstanding Adult Student in Continuing
Higher Education and by the Pennsylvania Prison Society as Prisoner of the
Year. That same year, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and
Senate awarded her citations for outstanding achievement.
The 2015 photograph was taken in prison with a fake backdrop and a real
dog. Inmates raise and train dogs for organizations that support blind and
other disabled people. Her most-published poem was “Tap Water
Coffee.”

They took away our coffee pots;
You know the type:
Big forty-cup, with chrome,
Black plastic spigot and feet;
The kind you'd never use at home.
They said a weapon
Potentially lurked there,
Were it heaved or water thrown.
Now in the land of synthetic dreams,
Of cup-a-soup and instant tea,
Another compromise
Slips in to burden me.
I may suck the caffeine
Of paper packets and sleepless nights
And write endless narratives
Of wasted years and trampled rights,
But, try as I may, as I burn midnight oil,
And heat up my verses and curse my toil,
My thirst is room temperatureMy water won't boil.
Ah, what emotional masturbation
Brews in the grounds of this pleasure dome;
Drinking tapwater coffee,
And thinking of home.

—Submitted by Jim Cavenaugh
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Lay-Led Ministries
Baby Steps in Examining Whiteness: Segregated Knowledge
Beginning in 2017, a lay-led group of UCH members and friends collaborated in exploring the Examining Whiteness: An Anti-Racism Curriculum available from
the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). JD Stillwater and Karen Mallah led the 2017 workshop, the Chris Dutton, Kara Schmidt and Cordell Affeldt
facilitated bimonthly “Baby Steps in Examining Whiteness” in 2018. For 2019, Chris and Cordell have prepared a monthly “Home Alone” compilation of audio,
visual and text materials on the topic. This month’s compilation is entitled “Segregated Knowledge.”

Segregated Knowledge

About Baby Steps

The dominant group doesn’t need to “see” the
minority, or acknowledge their experience,
whether the role is defined by gender, class, age,
or color. The modern invention of racecraft has
engineered our learned ignorance. Use the links to
peek behind the curtain:

“I learned things I didn’t expect.” “My mental windshield kept showing
new learning resources.” “I found out that modern racism isn’t about
individual prejudice or acts of discrimination.” “I’ve gained new insights
into conversations and actions I avoided before.” You may recognize
these comments from hearing Chris Dutton or Cordell Affeldt in
conversation at Sunday morning coffee hour following Sunday services.

Video: “Racism Is Real,” (3.04 min.) Real-life
examples
Video: A Trip to the Grocery Store,” Joy
DeGruy (3:56 min.), Experiencing microaggression
Video: Malcolm X’s Fiery Speech Addressing
Brutality (2:48 min.) 1962 inside view
Article: “Learning the History of Lynching
Helped Heal My Wounds” by Issac J. Bailey,
Time, April 26, 2018. A black man dissects the
history of his family troubles.
Article: “Walking While Black,” Dr. Amanda
Kemp (Lancaster, 2015) a true story

During 2019 you too can share the experience through the convenient
“Home Alone Edition” of Baby Steps in Examining Whiteness. Monthly
themed resources will be accessible through the internet, curated by
Chris and Cordell, with help from Al Cohen. Expect short clips and fast
access. Each item offers you a doorway for further learning, pointing to a
few written resources as well.
Each month, check out the links listed in the REPORTER and News You
Can UU’s. We hope you will examine the information and ponder its
implications for you, your community, and UCH.
Talking makes learning richer. You are also invited to conversations on
whiteness. Join us during coffee hour, immediately following Sunday
services: first Sunday at Clover Lane, second Sunday at Market.

— Submitted by Cordell Affeldt

LaGrone News
Scholarship Luncheon
The Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Committee and mentors hosted the Oliver LaGrone scholars for lunch on Sunday, Jan. 6, at
Appalachian Brewing Company. Scholars Roman Colon (2017), Taryana Peterson (2016), and Sabina Dahal (2018) were in
attendance. Mentors Mark Malarich and Meg Burton Conners were also in attendance along with Committee Chair Rick Hawley,
his wife EvAnn, and committee member Chris Dutton.
Roman is living on campus at Penn State Harrisburg and will be continuing this semester as a business major. Sabina will be
continuing as a biochemistry and molecular biology major, commuting to Penn State Harrisburg. Taryana enjoys living off campus
but within a reasonable walk of the main Philadelphia campus of Temple University. She will be continuing as a preMed/Psychology major at Temple.
Meg filled in our scholars, who are all graduates of Harrisburg High School’s Sci-Tech campus, on some of the history of the SciTech campus. Rick, EvAnn, and Chris, as well as mentors Mark and Meg all enjoyed speaking with all of the scholars about their
progress and their experiences in college.
UCH members can help support our scholars by participating in the upcoming Book Shuffle (below). Thank you for supporting the
Oliver LaGrone Scholars in their quest for academic success!
—Submitted by Rick Hawley, Chair
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LaGrone News
Book Shuffle: April 21 and 28
Spring is coming and with it comes the LaGrone Book Shuffle. We want to “shuffle” some of your good reads to worthy buyers.
And maybe entice you to make a home for someone else’s well-loved, needy books. The Shuffle will be in April, and it’s time to
gather those books! Empty your book shelves! Make room for new acquisitions!1
Bring in your used books on April 7 and 14 before and after services. Deposit
them with a friendly volunteer in the Olympia Brown Room (formerly the
nursery) at Clover Lane or in the Community Room at Market Street. Or
bring your books during the week (either location) and they will be sorted
and arranged for sale by our volunteers.
We will sell the books on April 21 and 28 before and after services at Clover
Lane, to your fellow congregants and whoever else shows up for our unbelievable bargains. We’ll also be open for business
during the coffeehouse, and we’ll have an honor system for those who come by at other times.
Why do we do this? Because all funds raised benefit a great cause, the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund. A LaGrone scholarship is
awarded each year to provide financial assistance to students of the Harrisburg School District for post-secondary education. In
addition to awarding the scholarship, the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Committee assigns to each scholar a mentor from the
congregation, who keeps in touch with the student and provides encouragement and advocacy as needed.
We need volunteers!! We will have hundreds of books and other media to intake, organize and arrange for sale. We have
volunteer opportunities for Book Category Organizers and setting up/tearing down tables. Please contact Diane Stables for more
information.
—Submitted by Diane Stables

Selecting the Oliver LaGrone Scholar for 2019
Each year the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund (OLSF) Committee awards a four-year scholarship, along with the expertise of a
mentor in their chosen field, to a senior graduating from the Harrisburg School District. In 2019, the scholarship amount is $8,000.
Did you ever wonder how the OLSF Scholar is selected? The process begins at the monthly meetings of the OLSF committee with a
review of the past year’s scholarship and assigning a dollar amount for the next year.
The committee communicates with high school guidance counselors to ensure they are aware of the scholarship and know how to
access the information and forms that the seniors will need in order to apply. We basically follow the FAFSA form that most
students use to apply for aid for college from the Federal government. Students also must include transcripts, SAT scores, and a
personal essay.
As a committee, we next put together a 5-person Selection Panel: 2 adult members and 1 student member of UCH and 2 adult
community members from the City of Harrisburg. The Selection Panel must agree to attend all three panel sessions (once a week
for three weeks) and to maintain confidentiality concerning student information.
After collecting, collating, and checking all applications for completeness, each member of the Selection Panel is given a portfolio
on each applicant. Over the course of the three weeks, they whittle down their selections to the 3 or 4 students who will be asked
to come to UCH for personal interviews.
The night of the interviews we are pleased to be able to supply hospitality to both the students and the Selection Panel. By the
end of the evening, the Panel makes its choice (Drum roll, please!) and our new Scholar is notified by the OLSF Committee Chair.
Letters go out to all participants thanking them and wishing them well in their future educational endeavors.
It’s quite an honor to be able to help a student achieve their goal of higher education.
If you are interested in serving on the Selection Panel for 2019 or would like to join the OLSF Committee, please contact Linda
Brown at 717-731-8755. Contributions to the Scholarship Fund are always welcome. Just remember to put OLSF in the memo line
of your check. Thank you!
—Submitted by Linda Brown, OLSF Committee

1

In addition to books, we accept CDs, DVDs and vinyl! Unfortunately, we cannot accept encyclopedias, textbooks, magazines, cassette tapes, or VHS tapes.

The UCH Reporter, Vol. 54, No. 8

February 2019

Page 6

Gather the Spirit
Gather the Spirit for Justice (GTS) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that brings together Allison Hill residents, area organizations, businesses and churches to
address issues of social justice and economic equity. Among other things, it operates the Common Ground Community Center three mornings a week and the
Common Ground Café (CGC) on the last Saturday of the month. It operates from UCH’s Market Street campus.

Breakfast/Community Hours
During our Monday, Wednesday
and Friday hours we provide a
warm, welcoming place with
modest amounts of food but lots
of friendliness and many listening
ears. At the December breakfast,
we served 151 people. At the
January breakfast, we were
pleased to have volunteers from
the Cedar Cliff High School Girls’
Basketball Team.
Feel free to join us any Monday,
Wednesday or Friday, or on
Saturday Feb. 23 to have
breakfast and meet our friends
from the Allison Hill.

Relocation
The GTS board is actively involved in looking for a new home, working under the assumption that the UCH campus at Market
Street will have a new mission or use after the congregational meeting Feb. 3. GTS hopes to stay in the same immediate
neighborhood and has toured many potential sites.

Feb. 17: Gather the Bands
“Gather the Bands,” our big
fundraiser, was postponed from
January due to snow and
rescheduled for Feb. 17. The
annual event will be hosted at
Appalachian Brewing Co. in
Harrisburg.
We have three bands and two
dance groups. Bands include Hard
Travelin', Arcona Reel Band, and
Positive Force Experience. Dance
groups are SugarSnaps jazz dancers
from Lindy Central and the
Keystone Dance Project.
Tickets are $25 in advance or $35 at
the door. Please save the date.

— Submitted by John Hargreaves, UCH Liaison to GTS
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Detail Calendar

February 2019

Date

Time

Group

Location

Mon 4

6:30

Amrit Yoga (Weekly)

Clover Lane

Amrit yoga is a form of hatha yoga developed by Yogi Amrit Desai. The entire process
moves and stretches every part of your body for an energetic workout and includes a
calming, meditative relaxation at the end. No experience necessary! Contact Ed Sykes.
Repeats every Monday.
Tue 5

6:45

Mindfulness Meditation Group (Weekly)

Amrit Yoga

Clover Lane

Mindfulness is an acquired skill, practiced while meditating but vital in our everyday
lives. Mindfulness is helpful in reducing stress, managing pain, focusing attention,
and overcoming habitual negative behavior. Mindfulness can also point the way to
spiritual practice, calming the mind and developing awareness and insight.

Mindfulness
Meditation

The ability to be mindful is strengthened through consistent practice. Mindfulness
Meditation Group provides a space for us to practice together in support of one another. Contact Chuck Daley. Repeats every
Tuesday.
Tue 5

7:00

Helping People in Prison and Their Familes

Clover Lane

HIPPF and the grassroots non-profit Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty will screen In the Executioner’s
Shadow. Details page 4. Please contact John Hargreaves for additional information
Wed 6

6:00

QueenSpirit (Monthly)

Clover Lane

QueenSpirit is a co‐created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first
Wednesday of the month. This month, we will be singing WomanSongs and Chants.
We will start in the energy of darkness and move into the energy of light as a way to
WomanSongs & Chants
support us through the bleak midwinter. There will be instruments to play, and our
bodies will be free to move as we open to the Sacred together. No expertise in
singing or playing instruments is required.
All women are welcome to join us in co-creating sacred space and meaningful and non-judgmental singing WomanSongs and
Chants. Please bring a favorite dish, dessert or beverage to share. Bring your place setting and serving spoons and plates.
Potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m. Circle starts at 6:30 p.m., ending at 8:00 p.m. Contact Rebecca Waldamar for further information

QueenSpirit

Sun 10
10:00
Sunday Morning Forum (Weekly)
Clover Lane
The lay-led forum meets on occasional Sundays at Clover Lane, normally at 10:00 a.m.
Facilitated by Fred Binkley, Barb Pearce, and others, the group meets for an hour of
Sunday Morning
discussion about topics raised by the participants. This month, the group meets twice
to discuss the following topics:
Forum
February 10, Current Events
February 17, Fred Binkley will lead a discussion on songs of hope that should be in UU hymnals
Please contact Barb Pearce.
Sun 10

7:00

Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)

Clover Lane

The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month (except May), normally at 7:00 p.m. at Clover
Lane. This month, the group meets to discuss Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress? by
Steven Pinker. From Amazon:
Pinker argues that humanism (a reasoned commitment to maximizing human
flourishing), science, and democracy have resulted in substantial, measurable
human progress over the last 500 years. There are 17 chapters setting out
evidence (illustrated in some 75 charts) that globally humans are living longer
healthier lives; developing agricultural methods that are making great strides toward
eliminating famine increasing per capita income and reducing income inequality; working on technology and global
cooperation to address pressing environmental problems; decreasing war-related deaths; increasing safety; reducing deaths
caused by terrorism; adopting democratic forms of government that promote higher economic growth; spreading equal rights;
increasing literacy and the quality of education; dramatically improving the quality of life; leading happier lives; and

Philosophy
& Literature
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Detail Calendar
Date

Time

February 2019
Group

Location

addressing the existential threats of overpopulation, resource shortages, and the threat of nuclear war. The book is not
triumphalist but consistently evidence-based.

All are welcome. Please contact Don Brown for information.
Tue 12
6:30
Women’s Night Out (Monthly)
Off-site
Women’s Night Out is a lay-led ministry that focuses on the friendship and support of its members
and giving back to our local community. We normally meet on the second Tuesday of
the month at a local restaurant, alternating locations between the East and West
Women’s Night Out
Shores. Each month at dinner, participants take a collection. Proceeds are divided
Blue Ridge Restaurant
between the Ecumenical Food Pantry and UCH.
Our group meets Tuesday, Feb. 12, at 6:30 p.m. at Blue Ridge Family Restaurant, 4408
Oakhurst Boulevard, Harrisburg. Please RSVP to Chris Dutton or Diane Stables by the Sunday beforehand.
Fri 15
7:30
Clover Lane Coffee House
Clover Lane
Clover Lane Coffee House occurs monthly, September – June, usually on the third Friday.
This month, we are pleased to host the blues/rock trio, Buzzard Luck. The York-based
trio comprises Drew Kiniry (guitar, vocals), Keith Weiser (guitar, bass), and Kelly McClain
(drums).
Influenced by both American and British Blues, Buzzard Luck adds their own twist to the
guitar-driven sound of greats such as Rory Gallagher, John Mayall and the Bluesbreakers,
Freddie King, Johnny Winter, and Peter Green. Recently laying down several original
songs and some reworked blues standards, the artists are big fans of the live, single-track
recording method, catching the raw, edgy feel of the vinyl recordings they love. The band
comprises young yet seasoned musicians, with a passion and talent for bringing the blues
to a modern audience. Expect a tight, lively performance combining electric guitar, slide,
a rocking bassline, and driving drumline, which come together to create catchy riffs, and
the Blues n' Roll sound Buzzard Luck wants to share.
“It was long, but all recording processes can get long,” McClain says. “It was the only way that I really wanted to do it.”
Admission $10 donation at the door, $25 max per family. Please contact Bill Brown.
Tue 19

10:00

CroneSpirit (Monthly)

Clover Lane

The lay-led ministry CroneSpirit meets from 10 a.m. - noon in Fuller Chapel at the Clover
Lane campus. Our topic this month is "Can You Say No?” We are:
A discussion group for women over 65, both UCH members and non-members
Honoring a crone tradition of conscious female aging and self-power
For personal enrichment, such as through intellect, knowledge, comfort or
companionship, anticipating a maximum of 10 women
Sharing, listening and learning, without gossip to or about each other

CroneSpirit
Can You Say No?

We look forward to seeing you. For information, please contact Joan Hellmann.
Wed 20

6:30

Clover Grove (Monthly)

Clover Lane

Clover Grove is a group of earth-centered and pagan spiritualists that meets on the
third Wednesday, with a program that varies based on the cycle of seasons and
forces of nature. This month, we are celebrating Chinese New Year – the Year of
Chinese New Year
the Earth Pig/Boar! Bring a Chinese entrée to share - something that is a favorite of
yours. Tristie will go over the Chinese Horoscope and offer oranges again. Tristie is also
planning to teach us how to make dumplings!! We always have a hoot with this one.
The Pig is also associated with the Earthly Branch (地支—dì zhī) hài (亥), and the hours 9–11 in the night. In terms of yin and
yang (阴阳—yīn yáng), the Pig is yin. In Chinese culture, pigs are the symbol of wealth.
All are welcome Please contact Wayne Minich for further information.

Clover Grove
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Detail Calendar
Date

Time

February 2019
Group

Location

Sat 23
9:00
Common Ground Café (Monthly)
Market Street
Common Ground Café now occurs on the last Saturday of the month at our Market Street campus, hosted by Gather the Spirit
for Justice (GTS). The café opens at 9:00 a.m., and you can be a part of the action! No experience necessary, and drop-ins are
always welcome. Please contact John Abbott to volunteer.
Wed 27
7:00
Humanism Group
Clover Lane
A newly-formed Humanism Lay-Led ministry invites you to join us for a
discussion about Humanism. Tonight is our initial session; all are welcome.
From Enlightenment Now by Stephen Pinker: ”Haunted by a historical
memory of religious carnage, Crusades, Inquisition, witch hunts, and
European wars of religion, thinkers of the Enlightenment saw an urgent need
for a secular foundation for morality. They laid that foundation in what we
now call humanism. Who could be against reason, science, humanism, or
progress? Do these ideals really need a defense? They absolutely do.
Humanism is a moral commitment, opposed by many religious and political factions -- it must be explained and defended.”
Please contact Rachel Mark for additional information.

March 8-10: Jubilee Anti-Racism Workshop (Devon, PA)
UUA Central East Region is pleased to sponsor the Jubilee Anti-Racism Workshop in Devon, PA (outside Philadelphia), from 6:00
p.m. Friday, March 8, to 4:00 p.m. Sunday March 10, with a break for services Sunday morning. The seminar is open to UU
members of any area congregation. The training includes presentations, discussions, videos, exercises, small group work, worship
services, and shared meals. The $160 fee covers materials and meals.
Topics include:
The history of racism and resistance to racism in the Americas
Defining racism
The effects of racism on people of color and on white people
Dismantling racism
Claiming and shaping an anti-racist identity
Racism in the UUA

Membership News
New Members
Please welcome these new members to our congregation!
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