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From the Minister
Rev. David Kohlmeier is UCH’s settled minister.

As I sit down to write this it dawns on
me: November is my 4th month at
UCH! I feel like somehow, in this
pandemic era, time seems to both go
by extra slow and also extra fast. I
must say, if I’m honest, that it hurts
how much the pandemic has kept me
from truly getting to know and
connect to more of you. Every conversation I’ve had
with every single UCH person has been so precious to
me. Every email, every card, every Zoom, every phone
call… with each interaction I become more convinced
than ever that this is where I want to be.
I know things aren’t ideal. That we’re not back in
person yet fully, though I am optimistic given the
trends and what look like soon-to-be-available vaccines
for children that an end is in sight. There is light at the
end of the tunnel, though of course that means we’re
not out of the tunnel just yet.
Have we learned yet how much we need each other?
How church isn’t just about “me” and what “I” need,
but it’s about “us”? As we move into the holiday
season, I’m looking hard at how we care for each other
here at UCH. It’s more than a single minister can do;
the work of caring for each other is part of our
covenant. We are all called to minister to (to serve in
love) in each other.
So here’s what I’d like:
First, if you and I haven’t had a chance to get to know
each other, please reach out. We can talk on the
phone, zoom, or maybe even meet in person.
Second, if you’d like to help me and the pastoral care
team care for our fellow UCH folk during this ongoing
pandemic, email me. I’d like to assemble a larger
caring team for the holidays and winter months that
can send cards, make calls, and work together to make
sure none of our spiritual family is forgotten or made
to feel alone.
These are challenging times, and I believe we’re up to
it. “This is our great covenant… to help one another.”
Blessed Be.

Rev. David

Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays

November theme: Holding History
Nov. 7: Holding Broken Myths, Rev. David
There are many stories we tell ourselves about our history, but what
do we do when those cherished myths are broken? As a church
committed to truth, what do we do with the sometimes ugly history
of our nation, or when we learn about the ugly side of a favored hero?
Let’s lean into our discomfort and find answers together.
Nov. 14: Sophia Lyon Fahs Service, Cory Ness
Our Sophia Lyon Fahs service comes to our congregation from the
Fahs Collaborative Laboratory for Innovation in Faith Formation, a
feisty cohort of religious educators who support people in living
meaningful, socially conscious, and spiritually grounded lives. We will
hear true stories of the faith journeys of fellow UU that speak to the
courage and strength that spark of the human spirit.
Nov. 21: Thanksgiving on Turtle Island, Rev David
The myth of Thanksgiving paints rosy pictures of happy Pilgrims and
innocent helpful Indians, but the truth is more complex. This service
will look at this myth more closely, how it is directly connected to
Unitarian Universalism, and what it means to give thanks while on
stolen land. This service will also include the ritual of Bread
Communion, connecting us with our Unitarian siblings in Eastern
Europe who do a similar ritual of gratitude during the harvest season.
Nov. 28: Channukah: Gathering the Broken Pieces, Rev. David
In the Jewish mystical tradition, the Universe comes about as the
result of a divine accident; everything is made of broken pieces of
divine light. What might this mystical tradition, and the Jewish
festival of Channukah, especially Channukah’s own broken history,
have to teach all of us about what it means to live with brokenness?
Logistics
At present, we are conducting services in the sanctuary each Sunday,
with congregants participating remotely via Zoom. Each Sunday
morning, the church will email:
A link to the Zoom of the service
A link to the Zoom session for 11:30 coffee and conversation
We also encourage members to set aside a small sacred space at
home to enjoy the service. Having rituals in place at home can help us
participate in services together, even though we are not able to be
sharing in one another's company in person.
Finally, we will post a recording of the service on the UCH YouTube
channel as soon as we can following the service.

All-Church Auction on-site at Clover Lane, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Saturday November 13, details page 8
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From the Board of Trustees
President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees held our annual
bonding and planning retreat at the
beginning of October. All nine of us, plus
Rev. David, were able to attend in person,
and it was a pleasure to be together again.
Thankfully, one of our Board members has a
very large basement where we could keep
proper distancing while fully masked.
It was a productive time, and we feel a stronger bond with each
other than we had before. This is a good sign as we continue
our work for the church over the next year. We established
some comprehensive goals for this year (below). We made
progress in all of these areas last year, and we will continue to
focus on them this year. Especially in the area of policy
governance, Rev. David continues to settle in, and we continue
to support him and his work.

R

ev. David has been very, very busy. He is providing
significant amounts of pastoral care to members of our
church and our community. He is continuing to get to
know the various staff, teams, committees, and
members. He is assessing staff needs and determining next
steps for hiring an administrator. And he is the main voice in
preparing and delivering our Sunday services.
That's a lot of work for one man! The Board is grateful for all
his energy and enthusiasm in this, and we are delighted that he
is such an engaging and collaborative partner with us. We also

encourage him to pace himself and not wear himself out,
because we need him for many years to come.
To be honest, we haven't accomplished everything we had
originally planned by this time. But we put people before plans,
and we take care of each other, even if it doesn't match our
expected timeline. These timelines are only a guide to keep us
moving forward, but people come first. We will get to those
other tasks when the time is right.

A

nother initiative this fall is to expand our pastoral care
offerings. With Rev. David here, he can create a
comprehensive plan for our congregation, under his
leadership, with a team of associates.

This is an area that has been especially complex and difficult
during the quarantine. We don’t see each other as much as we
used to, leaving us more isolated. On the other hand, we have
more ways of connecting, and we can reach out more easily.
Please remember that each one of us can support others in
various ways. Sometimes a situation requires a wise and
knowledgeable voice, but other times, a caring voice, a phone
call, or an email of support can make a difference.
All of these avenues of care will keep our community strong,
now and when we can eventually meet together again. Please
reach out for support when you need it, and let us remember
to reach out to others, knowing that we all need to be lifted up
as well.

David Spear

Church Goals for 2021-22

During our annual planning retreat Oct. 5, the Board of Trustees identified the following goals for the current church
year. The first three are carried forward from UCH Goals for Institutional Transformation (April 2018); the third is new.
Determine a plan to maintain our Clover Lane campus (revised)
We will continue to rehabilitate and repair our campus, to keep it strong and healthy for the coming generation. Some
smaller needs will be addressed throughout the year. The larger projects will be folded into the capital campaign that
will begin in early 2022.
Transform our church governance
We will continue to adjust our organization and governance to make processes run smoothly to support the ministries of
the church. We are pleased that Rev. David is also enthusiastic about this and will be a great partner.
Create a short-term plan for the next five years
With the arrival of our settled minister, we can now more easily make plans for the next five years of church life.
Improve our communications and upgrade our technology (new)
Communication and technology have become especially important in the age of the pandemic and quarantine, and they
will likely grow even more essential in the coming years. We must expand our communication efforts to minister to our
congregation and friends and to reach out to the wider community. We must also strengthen our technological
infrastructure and skills to meet the demands of current and future societal expectations.
- Submitted by David Spear
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Religious Exploration (RE)
November Theme: The Practice of Holding History
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration (DRE)

As most of you know, UCH has aligned this year’s weekly services and the RE program with a series of
monthly themes. Our RE program in turn is leveraging information from the Soul Matters Sharing Circle for
much of the detailed material we use for children, youth, and covenant groups. Our November theme is The
Practice of Holding History. Background information appears immediately below. Also continue reading for
information about Adult RE and the UU Common Read for 2021-22.

The Practice of Holding History
Let’s start with the words of Parker Palmer,
“Jewish teaching includes frequent reminders of the importance of a broken-open heart, as in this Hasidic tale: A disciple
asks the rebbe: “Why does Torah tell us to ‘place these words upon your hearts’? Why does it not tell us to place these
holy words in our hearts?” The rebbe answers: “It is because as we are, our hearts are closed, and we cannot place the
holy words in our hearts. So we place them on top of our hearts. And there they stay until, one day, the heart breaks and
the words fall in.”
So, a closed heart. It’s admittedly a strange place to begin a month of exploring Holding History. And yet, when we are honest, we
know that defensiveness, protectiveness, and closed doors rule our relationship with history more than we’d like. For instance, very
few of us have pasts without pain woven through. And it’s just easier to shut out those traumatic times than confront them head on.
We are all well taught in the game of sweeping old wounds under the rug.
And of course, there’s the unprocessed horrors woven throughout our cultural history. They are the rule not the exception, but we
work hard to close ourselves off from them with standard lines like, “At our best, this isn't who we are!" or "As Americans, we're
better than this!" The truth is we’ve never consistently been “better than this.” Amnesia rather than a courageous and honest
reckoning describes the current character of America’s heart.
All of which is to say that there is a deeper relationship between history and vulnerability than we often recognize. Without a heart
willing to feel pain and endure grief, the fullness of our histories just can’t enter in. Talking about past mistakes requires the ability
to vulnerably say I’m sorry. An honest telling of racism requires the painful acceptance that some of us still benefit from the
prejudices and oppression of our ancestors. Healing historical racism requires someone suffering the costs of reparations. And telling
your full story requires navigating grief over choices you wish you would have made differently.
So let’s not just “remember” this month. Let’s not just talk of telling truthful tales. Let’s prepare to grieve, to confess, to feel, to
forgive. The world needs broken-open hearts, not just good historians. That is, indeed, the only way the past gets in.

What Does it Mean to be a Family Holding History?
~from Teresa, on behalf of the Soul Matters team
My family of origin, like so many others, includes people with heritage from several parts of the world: Northern European, West
African, Southeastern Native American, and Southeast Asian. This diversity of descent, and of present lived experiences, has been
both an incredible gift, and a trying challenge as we have grappled together with living in a society that was built on the oppression
of some of our ancestors to the benefit of others. Sometimes we’ve gotten it right, and sometimes we’ve gotten it wrong. Literally,
we come back to the same tables year after year to try again together.
This is our collective story, really; how do we hold this history together, as a people? How does our faith steady, strengthen, and
inspire us as we celebrate and account for our shared past? This is what we explore together this month in our families. So, before
we go any further, know that this month’s theme can be fraught and complex for some of us. Proceed through this month’s activities
gently, at the pace of self-discovery that is opening to your heart rather than tightening.
One piece of holding our history that we hope each person will engage [focuses on…] the flaming chalice. UU leader Natalie Briscoe
says that one important way that our faith identities are formed is by knowing that “We are from the people who tell this story.”
This story of the flaming chalice is unique to Unitarian Universalism, it contains many of our still-cherished values, and its setting is a
profoundly painful time in global history. This is an important story, and now is an important time to remember it.

Playlists
Please also consider listening to playlists from Spotify and
YouTube as a form of musical meditation on The Practice of
Holding History.
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Religious Exploration (cont.)
ADULT RE

Please prepare for three opportunities for Adult RE.

Stitchers Group
The Stitchers Group gathers via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. on the second Friday of each month. There is no agenda – just building
connections. Contact Cory if you would like to her to add you to this group.

Parents and Caregivers as Sexuality Educators (6:45 p.m. Mondays)
In the spring we began Parents and Caregivers as Sexuality Educators for parents/caregivers and grandparents of children and
youth of all ages on Zoom. This program invites adults to ask themselves: How can I embody my role as my child’s/grandchild’s
primary sexuality educator in a way that expresses my UU values and faith?
Beginning this month, we will complete the program over the next six weeks on Monday evenings at 6:45 p.m. We will work
through sessions 5-10.

5. Relationships: Guiding with Wisdom
6. Sexual Health: Be a Trusted Source
7. Decision Making: Ready, Set, Let Go!
8. Consent: Building Healthy Boundaries
9. Social Media: Integrity in a Changing World
10. Pornography: It’s Not Sex Ed
If you participated in this program in the Spring, and would like to continue, contact Cory and she will add you to the list. If you
did not participate in the spring but are interested in the future, please contact Cory for more information.

Looking forward to March: UU Common Read
The UU Common Read builds community in our congregations and our movement by giving diverse people a shared platform for
reflection and a shared focus for action. Further, a Common Read can take us on a powerful faith journey as we explore—each of
us, and together—what it means to be human and accountable in a pain-filled world. For 2021-22, the UUA selected Defund Fear:
Safety without Policing, Prison, and Punishment, by Zach Norris (Beacon Press, 2021).
From the UUA website:
As the effects of aggressive policing and mass incarceration harm historically
marginalized communities and tear families apart, how do we define safety?
In a time when the most powerful institutions in the United States are
embracing the repressive and racist systems that keep many communities
struggling and in fear, we need to reimagine what safety means.
Community leader and lawyer Zach Norris lays out a radical way to shift the
conversation about public safety away from fear and punishment and toward
growth and support systems for our families and communities. In order to truly
be safe, we are going to have to dismantle our mentality of Us vs. Them. By
bridging the divides and building relationships with one another, we can
dedicate ourselves to strategic, smart investments - meaning resources
directed toward our stability and well-being, like healthcare and housing,
education and living-wage jobs. This is where real safety begins.
Defund Fear is a blueprint of how to hold people accountable while still
holding them in community. The result reinstates full humanity and agency for
everyone who has been dehumanized and traumatized, so they can
participate fully in life, in society, and in the fabric of our democracy.
Note: this is the paperback edition of We Keep Us Safe

UCH members and friends are invited to begin reading Defund Fear in
preparation for a discussion group beginning in March led by Rev. David Kohlmeier and Cory Ness, Director of Religious
Exploration.
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Church News
Financial Report

The Finance Committee is pleased to report our stewardship pledge
gifts are on track through the first quarter of this fiscal year. In
addition, slightly lower than expected expenses through September
30th offset a shortfall in non-pledge income.
Further highlights include:
At the end of the first quarter of our fiscal year, we had an excess
of income over expenses of $48,635, near where we would hope
to be to finish the fiscal year with a balanced budget, as we
typically receive more than 60% of total income during the first 6
months.
We received 36.5% of our stewardship pledge goal of $370,000,
very close to the three-year average of 36.8% (1st quarter pledge
payments / actual fiscal year-end total).
Total income compared to prior years is lagging primarily because
non-pledge gifts have been low ($1,342 vs the $14,000 budget).
There is also concern about budgeted Auction and Rental income
as our building remains closed to most group gatherings.
Total YTD expenses of $98,372 were slightly lower than expected
at this point in the fiscal year.

UCH 1st Quarter Operating Results
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net

Sept '21 FY22 Budget
147,008
447,600
(98,372)
(447,600)
48,635
0

The graphic compares year-to-date (YTD) income to similar income
percentages for the prior 3-year period.
— Submitted by Lois Voigt, Treasurer

Report on Council Meetings

The Committee Coordination Council met on September 14 and the Lay Ministries Council met on September 21 via Zoom. The
teams of the church have done great work over 18 months to keep the congregation connected and maintain a vibrant
community. If you would like to participate in this exciting work, please check out the minutes of each meeting:
Committee Coordination Council
Lay Ministries Council
Discover which team could benefit from your talents and interest. Special thanks to Nan Cavenaugh for taking the minutes.
— Submitted by Guy Dannelly

November Share the Plate: Ecumenical Food Pantry
Each month, we share the Sunday plate with a local non-profit. This month, we share with the
Ecumenical Food Pantry.

For over 45 years the Ecumenical Food Pantry has worked to meet the emergency
food needs of people in the greater Harrisburg area. At the start of the pandemic,
the number of people served at the Pantry decreased as temporary food outlets
opened. However, the special pandemic food distributions seem to be ending, and
the requests for food at the Pantry have been rising again. The Pantry is currently
providing a 3-day supply of food to about 300 households (900 people) every month.
The Pantry is managed and operated entirely by volunteers. Pantry operations and
procedures were completely reworked to keep volunteers and clients safe. The
Pantry is located at Messiah Lutheran Church in Downtown Harrisburg. It is
supported by many area churches, businesses, organizations, individuals, and a state grant. Your support is vitally important.
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Church News
POWER OF PLACE: Mid-Century Modern At UCH
A Report by the UCH Building Task Force

Although the UCH has not been able to have in-person services
recently, everybody wants to! Aware of the power of place, the
Board of Trustees in June established a task force to investigate and
recommend potential building and grounds improvements. As the
Task Force completed its tasks, we gained renewed appreciation for
the foresight with which our Clover Lane property was developed.
This is the first of a series of articles about how the MCM architecture
of our building and grounds reflects “The Power of Place.”
Mid-Century Modern is an American design movement in interior,
product and graphic design, architecture, and urban development
that followed U.S. participation in World War II, 1945-1970. MCM is
today recognized by scholars and museums as a significant design
movement. It is characterized by angular structures and clean, simple
lines; does not typically include decorative embellishments; and has
ample windows and open floor plans to bring the outdoors in.
Our MCM designed aesthetic is most powerful when attentively and
consistently honored, and the Task Force took this into consideration
in making recommendations earlier this year. Given the current
availability of MCM-inspired décor, deliberate, informed commitment
to MCM design compatibility is particularly timely.
Power of Place: The Building. Our church was built in 1963, the
height of MCM design. The building was designed by the Camp Hill
architecture firm H. Weldon Bender Associates, which also designed
the Harrisburg Crowne Plaza Hotel. Our church was an excellent
expression of the MCM design aesthetic, with the clean, simple lines
that bring the calm of nature inside. This includes the large, open
sanctuary with soaring glass windows. It also includes the decorative
blocks in the arch at the entrance to the sanctuary; this is an iconic
mark of MCM!
Although the Building Task
Force did not initially
expect to address design
questions, our
investigations have led us
to appreciate what a
classic MCM architectural
gem we have in our
building and some of our
furnishings. Our building
and its furnishings and
grounds were created with
each element supporting
the whole.
Next month: Power of
Place: The Grounds.
— Submitted by Kate Quimby,
UCH Building Task Force
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Lay-Led Ministries
LaGrone Report: Oliver LaGrone in Ypsilanti
Ed. note: UCH members Larry Beyer and Cordell Affeldt visited this exhibition in October.

Oliver LaGrone’s work is among that of featured artists in a Fall 2021 gallery exhibition at Eastern Michigan University (EMU) in Ypsilanti.
Over ten years in development, the retrospective was mounted by Dr. Julia Myers, art professor emerita. Meyers visited Harrisburg
about 10 years ago to see Oliver’s sculptures at the UCH and Penn State. UCH members Marilyn McHenry and Cordell Affeldt met with
her at the time.

About the Exhibition
Harold Neal and Detroit African American Artists: 1945 through the Black Arts Movement
explores the efflorescence of Detroit African American art in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s as
artists responded to the Civil Rights, Black Power, and Black Arts Movements. The exhibition
(Sept 13-Oct 20) concentrated on Neal and ten of his predecessors, contemporaries, and
successors, including LaGrone. These artists have been largely ignored outside the African
American community. Myer’s exhibit and documentation work is a significant contribution to
art history.
“LaGrone may have been especially important to Neal as a role model, mentor and advisor,
and the older artist may have deepened Neal’s understanding of Black history, about which
LaGrone was very knowledgeable,” Myers says in the exhibition catalog. “Neal’s son Michael
noted that his Dad ‘tended to be skeptical of people, to dismiss them [but] not LaGrone, whom
he greatly respected’.”
She also described an occasion in 1964, when poet Langston Hughes visited Detroit for three
days. “[Hughes] received a bronze bust of himself commissioned from local poet/sculptor Oliver LaGrone. At this ceremony, Hughes
said, ‘Harlem used to be the Negro culture center of America. If Detroit has not already become so, it is well on its way to becoming it.’
“LaGrone later reflected, ‘Those three days shook Detroit to its very roots—in a most happy way—Negritude soared’.”

LaGrone Artwork on Exhibition
Oliver LaGrone is represented through three works. The two named busts are typical of LaGrone,
Myers writes.
“Sculptures of such [African-American] figures were a large part of Oliver LaGrone’s body of
work,” she notes in the catalog. “LaGrone had been steeped in African American history since he
was a young child. His father attended college-level normal school for two years and was well
versed in African American history, knowledge that he passed on to his children. According to
LaGrone, he actually sculpted a head of Frederick Douglass when he was only four years old.”
The two busts on display were:
Sojourner Truth, 1941-1942, faux bronzed plaster, Roy Lee Robinson of Sparta, Mich.;
located for the exhibition
Portrait of Charles W. Crockett, Jr., 1 1960, bronze, Wayne State Law School
The third item is Dancer, c. 1957, bronze, from the estate of David E. Robinson, Detroit. The
connection to Robinson’s son, the owner, was launched by Cordell Affeldt. 2
“Dancer is unusual in LaGrone’s oeuvre; he tended to do portrait busts of African American
historical figures and genre scenes,” notes Myers. “But the work does, in the words of one
reviewer, reflect the ‘grace, energy and elongated forms’ of Carl Milles, LaGrone’s teacher at
Cranbrook Academy of Art.”
UCH members can indeed be proud that we have chosen to honor this fine man through the
LaGrone Scholarship. The Harrisburg High grad who is selected in 2022 will be eligible to
receive $11,000 over their course of schooling.
— Submitted by Cordell Affeldt

A civil rights activist, lawyer, judge, U.S Congressman
Robinson’s son contacted the UCH a few years ago, seeking to identify the “unknown” LaGrone name on the sculpture. Cordell later put him
in touch with Dr. Myers, who was thrilled to be able to include the sculpture in the EMU exhibition.

1
2
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Lay-Led Ministries
Annual Auction: Saturday Afternoon, November 13

This year’s extravaganza occurs from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 13. This is an indoor/outdoor affair envisioned as a tailgating event.
Please bring:
Chairs for outdoor seating
Your own meal or other comestibles
Hand-wrapped snacks to share (if desired)
We will have alcoholic beverages for sale, as usual. Socializing will mostly
occur outdoors, with bidding re-imagined as a “PA Construction Zone”
through the upper level of the church. You will be “routed” through a road
one-way traffic pattern of auction bid
tables through the building, thereby
ensuring safety and maintaining social
distancing. The usual PREMIUM LIVE
auction items and trips will be in a
special “fast pass” section. We still get
to hear from our emcee, Bart Carpenter,
who will be announcing updates as
bidding progresses. You can visit the
lobby “fast pass” area or the scenic oneway route through the entire auction
again and again.
Please check out the website to view the
95 items up for auction this year! A
summary of items that involve advance
planning appears in the accompanying
chart.
Proxy bidding is available for all auction
items. Send an e-mail to Kelly O’Neil by
Friday, November 12th. Include your
name, e-mail, contact phone number,
and the item number(s) you want to bid
on, along with your maximum bid for
each item. Kelly will watch the bidding
sheets and add your bid as needed, up to your maximum.
Rain date is Sunday, November 14.
— Submitted by Patti Hazell

Information for Potential New Members
The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg is a welcoming congregation, open to people from any/all (or no)
religious backgrounds. If you are new to Unitarian Universalism, we encourage you to peruse 100
Questions that Non-Members Ask about Unitarian Universalism for background information about our
faith tradition. An overview of the “Pathways to Membership” at UCH appears on our website.
For further information about our congregation and the membership process, please feel free to reach out
to Bart Carpenter or another member of the Membership Action Council. During the pandemic, we are
conducting information sessions via Zoom, and we welcome your inquiries.
— Submitted by Bart Carpenter
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Calendar
Date

Time

November 2021
Group

Location

Mon 1
Various
Heart Rhythm Meditation
Zoom
Heart Rhythm Meditation (HRM) is a type of meditation that involves conscious breathing, in which the individual consciously
controls their breathing in order to influence their mental, emotional, and physical state. Join Libby Tisdell in twice-weekly
sessions, via Zoom:
Friday mornings from 9:00-10:00 a.m. (Friday Zoom link)
Monday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 p.m. (Monday link)
People can drop in or out as they want. Please contact Libby Tisdell for additional information.
Wed 3
7:00
QueenSpirit (Monthly)
Clover Lane
QueenSpirit is a co‐created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first Wednesday of the month. This month, we will
experience how sacred geometry can be meaningful in our lives. The circle will be facilitated by Rebecca Waldemar.
All who identify as women are welcome to join in co-creating our sacred time together. The circle begins at 7:00 p.m., ending
by 8:30 p.m., and will be in the Joseph Priestly room. Please wear a mask.
Contact Rebecca Waldemar (717-364-2029) for further information.
Sat 13
1:00
Church Auction
Clover Lane
Today is the day for “Made in PA” as the UCH kicks off its annual all-church auction. This
year’s extravaganza occurs from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. It’s an indoor/outdoor affair
envisioned as a tailgating event: please bring your own meal; hand-wrapped snacks to
share (if desired); and we’ll have drinks for sale. Socializing outdoors, with bidding reimagined as a “PA Construction Zone” (think: one-way lanes through the church to
peruse the auction items and bid).
(Rain date is Sunday, Nov. 14).
Sun 14
7:00
Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)
Zoom
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and (historically) at the
church. During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom. This month, the group meets to discuss
Barnum: An American Life, by Robert Wilson. From Amazon.com:
P.T. Barnum is the greatest showman the world has ever seen. As a creator of the Barnum & Baily Circus and a champion of
wonder, joy, trickery, and “humbug,” he was the founding father of American entertainment—and as Robert Wilson argues,
one of the most important figures in American history.

Please contact Don Brown for information.

Looking Ahead

UCH Humanists, 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 15
UCH Humanists invite you to join a Zoom presentation and discussion with Andy Norman. Andy is
the award-winning author of Mental Immunity: Infectious Ideas, Mind-Parasites, and the Search
for a Better Way to Think. His work has appeared in Scientific American, Psychology Today, Skeptic,
Free Inquiry, and The Humanist. From Amazon.com:
“Why do people reject science and believe online conspiracy theories? How are people
radicalized online and go on to commit acts of violence? Why is our society so politically
polarized? Astonishingly irrational ideas are spreading. Covid denial persists in the face of
overwhelming evidence. Anti-vaxxers compromise public health. Conspiracy thinking hijacks
minds and incites mob violence. Toxic partisanship is cleaving nations, and climate denial has
pushed our planet to the brink. Meanwhile, American Nazis march openly in the streets, and Flat
Earth theory is back. What the heck is going on? Why is all this happening, and why now? More
important, what can we do about it?“

Everyone is invited to join a provocative discussion. Contact Rachel Mark for additional
information.
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