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The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg: Building Bridges, Celebrating Community

From the Minister
The Rev. Dr. Tony Johnson is
serving as UCH Minister 2018-21.

Worship Services

As we begin our third year
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
of ministry together, I am
excited about the energy
and direction of the
Unitarian Church of
Harrisburg. In the face of
the pandemic and the
consequential serious
economic recession, this
church is holding down very well indeed.
Membership engagement and support in virtual
worship and meetings are strong, and important lay
leaders have stayed focused. Your elected
Ministerial Search Committee has begun its work to
Each Sunday morning, the church will email:
bring you a candidate for settled ministry in the
A link to the components for the Sunday service
spring of 2021.
A link to Zoom session for 11:30 coffee and conversation
The office, building and program staff are amazing.
Mostly working from home, they are in the building
only for limited hours to deal with mail, access files, and keep the building clean and secure. There will be no office hours at the
building until conditions related to the pandemic improve. Please do not go to Clover Lane without first checking with the
congregational administrator.
You are all amazing in your involvement when all our engagement is remote and mediated by Zoom or telephone.
Because we have been adhering to public health guidelines, the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg is contributing to the decline in
infections in Pennsylvania. As I get the news in various media, I note which states have experienced level or declining infections
and which are experiencing increasing infections. The title of Lauren Leatherby’s article in the August 25 New York Times makes
the point: “Why Are U.S. Cases Falling? Restrictions Are Working.”
Of course there will be much to do this fall and winter as the Ministerial Search Committee does its work. Because of my
experience with you and especially in how you are functioning during the pandemic, it is my opinion that UCH will be an attractive
prospect for strong and talented ministers in search. In late September I called the Unitarian Universalist Association’s director of
transitions in order to bring them up to date.
We do not know how long we will need to
continue to meet remotely. This is a regular
Check-in with Rev. Johnson
topic of discussion in my meetings with the
Rev. Johnson is scheduling times when you can reach him by Zoom, without
lay leadership, staff, and individual members
an appointment, to check in, talk about your concerns, and stay connected.
of the church and with colleagues. I am as
These virtual office hours are scheduled as follows:
eager as any one of you to return to inTuesdays from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Meeting ID: 822 2393 4730)
person worship, programs, business
Wednesdays from noon to 1:00 p.m. (Meeting ID: 813 0455 0819)
meetings, and one-to-one interaction. What
we can do now is continue what is working
Rev. Johnson is also available by phone at 717-564-4761 ext. 700 or via email
well and encourage new groups that meet
at revjohnson@harrisburguu.org
on line or can meet with appropriate
distancing.
Please note my weekly drop-in hours via UCH Zoom and do not hesitate to email me to schedule a meeting or to call me in the
event of a pastoral emergency.
And stay safe.

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson
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From the Board of Trustees
President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

church will go in the next year.

The Board held its fall retreat on August 15
(p. 4) to do some intense planning for this
church year. We weren't actually able to
"retreat" to a bucolic setting for our heavy
thinking, but we had a productive time
over Zoom in the comfort of our own
homes.

These goals also show the breadth of activities that are going
on, even during our quarantine. The pandemic may have shut
down parts of the economy, but the work of our church
continues. These goals are actually well suited for a time like
this. Operations, organization, and planning can be done
remotely. It's a bit trickier this way, but it won't prevent our
progress.

This is an especially important year for planning because it
will be the third and final year of our time with Rev. Johnson,
before a settled minister begins next September. The Board,
the minister, the office staff, and other leaders have
developed good working relationships over the past two
years, and we are poised to push forward together for one
more productive year.

T

he Board and the minister chose to focus on five of the
Institutional Goals that were developed back in 2018.
These are long-term goals to keep us focused from
year to year. Additionally, we have identified a
number of important short-term goals. Many of these focus
on the operations that support our mission and activities.
All of these changes are in support of the congregation, our
people, and our mission. We must not forget this. I do love
to make charts and diagrams, but they are only a tool to
clarify a situation and find solutions, and those are only tools
to support the spiritual and emotional lives of our members
and the community.
The goals are summarized in the article on page 4, and I
encourage you to read it. They are a guide to where our

A

bout a week ago, Guy, Cory, and I attended a virtual
workshop sponsored by the UU Leadership Institute
titled "Leading Change in Changing Times." I can't
think of a more appropriate topic for these topsyturvy days. Topics were about how individuals change, how
groups change, and how societies change. People within
these groups also change at different paces. It's important
that we are mindful of this, because these times are pushing
everyone in unexpected directions.
There are a host of topics available from various UU
resources. Feel free to try some of these; they can be very
insightful. Most are available at little or no cost.

T

he Board remains optimistic about the next year. The
logistical and organizational changes can be prioritized
and implemented, because boards and staff are good
at this. The greater challenge is to keep ourselves
united, connected, and committed to our mission. I
encourage you to remain connected, support others, and
remain involved in the life of our church during these strange
times.

David Spear

Congregational Meeting: 1:00 p.m. Sunday, September 20
The Board of Trustees invites you to a Congregational Meeting to discuss and vote on an updated budget for this fiscal
year. This is the meeting that was promised at our Annual Meeting in May, when the congregation voted to support the
preliminary budget.
At that time, the economy was less settled, and we had not yet completed the Stewardship Drive. We now have final
numbers for the church year that finished in June and final Stewardship Drive numbers, and the economy has become
somewhat more stable. Based on your generosity for both the past and current church years, we can now proceed with
confidence with a revised final budget.
You will receive further details about all of this prior to the Congregational Meeting, but be sure to add this important
meeting on your calendar.
We look forward to seeing you there.
─ Submitted by David Spear
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Church News
Ministerial Search Committee
September and October will be the time for the MSC to gather as much information as we can about YOU, our congregation. In
order to present ourselves accurately to a prospective ministerial candidate, we need to create a Congregational Record (CR),
which is an online document containing facts and figures about us and what we seek in a minister. In addition to that, we need to
create a packet of documents that includes, among other things, all the great things going on at UCH. The CR and the packet of
documents will be available the first week in December to prospective ministers who express an interest in our church.
The UUA has given us
many examples and
directions for how to
accomplish our tasks so
that searching for a
minister in one church is
similar to searching in
another church. Most
churches answer the
same questions and put
that information into the
documents needed so
that all candidates are
looking at similar
information when
comparing churches. If
we come to you or your
group for information to
help us make our church
attractive to a
prospective candidate, I
hope you will help us to gather that. We are under some very tight deadlines.
The way we are collecting this information is through numerous sources, but the most prominent one is through a survey. You
shortly will receive an e-mail that will contain a link to the survey. The survey will ask about your perspectives, opinions, and
some demographic information. If you don’t see the email within the next week or so, please check your spam folder. If you
don’t find it there, contact the MSC. The survey takes anywhere from 40 – 60 minutes, and you can take it in pieces.
If you don’t use or have e-mail, we are mailing paper copies of the survey to those of you who are on the church’s list to receive
communications via U.S. mail. If you wish to be added to that list, contact the church office.
During the month of October, we will be holding cottage meetings for the congregation to virtually attend. Look for future
announcements in News You Can UUs and on the UCH website for details about signing up and participating in one of these. The
direct link to the MSC website is http://www.uchbg.org/page/search-committee-2020-2021.
As the Ministerial Search Committee, we can only truly represent you if we know more about you and what you desire to see
happen in this community, so please take the time to participate in the survey and in the cottage meetings.
─ Submitted by Chris Dutton, Chair

September Share the Plate: UUPALM
Each month, we share half of our Sunday plate with a local non-profit. This month, we share the plate with UUPALM.

The Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Advocacy Legislative Ministry (UUPALM) is a 501(c)3 organization that works with
partners to provide analysis on issues of economic, immigration and environmental justice in Pennsylvania. UUPALM educates
opinion leaders, policy makers, UU congregations and the public about issues that matter to UU values in Pennsylvania. UUPALM
also works on leadership development with an emphasis on linking UU values and spiritual development to our advocacy.
UUPALM is the educational arm of the UU Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network (UUPLAN).
─ Submitted by UCH Finance Committee
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Church News
Board Retreat
The Board held its annual planning retreat on August 15. The retreat is held every year, but this year is presenting some
additional complications into our planning. Nevertheless, we have set some important goals to guide us through these unique
times.
We will focus on five of the Institutional Goals that were developed in 2018, including:
Determine a plan to maintain our Clover Lane campus
Transform our church governance
Create a short-term plan for the next five years
Continue work on covenant, conflict transformation, and reconciliation
Improve our communications and upgrade our technology
Additionally, we have set several specific goals, in part to prepare the congregation for the arrival of a settled minister next year.
Despite the pandemic, our congregation is in a good position to make some improvements, as we enter our third and final year
with Rev. Johnson. Many of these goals focus on the operational, logistical, and organizational functions that enable our spiritual,
educational, and social activities.
Upgrade our website
Develop an outreach strategy and new mechanisms for communications
Expand the technology team
Increase staff capacity to support and coordinate volunteers
Formalize property and grounds teams
Finalize the legacy program for planned giving
─ Submitted by David Spear

Deeper Than the Skin
The James River is where the first
Europeans permanently
established themselves in the New
World and subsequently brought
ashore 300,000 captured Africans
at the fall line of the river, where
11,700 years earlier the glacial
retreat left huge boulders blocking
access to lands upstream. This
place became Richmond, VA. This
same river that most probably
brought Reggie Harris’ ancestors
to a plantation in Ashland, VA, is
the river that Greg Greenway grew
up beside.
The two musicians, born just 3
days apart, share their story of a
30-year friendship and a unique bond that transcends race and upbringing. Singing about friendship and social justice, Greg and
Reggie have created a program that engages the audience with the history of slavery and black/white relations in the U.S. Deeper
Than the Skin is an experience of singing and listening… of experiencing a connection so deep that it makes you laugh, smile, cry
and reconsider what you know about U.S. history. It’s an invitation to open your heart and mind to a story of shared humanity
that resonates with your own.
Performance 10:30 a.m. Sept. 6, as part of Sunday services (available online through Sept. 13)
Zoom discussion with the artists, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 9

UCH will distribute links to both events to all members/friends signed up for electronic notifications.
─ Submitted by Yvonne DuVal, Director of Music
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Church News
Ordination of Robin Stillwater

The members of the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg convened on Saturday, Aug. 8, to ordain to the ministry Robin Coriander
Stillwater. Robin is the daughter of UCH members Ann and JD Stillwater. The service was conducted via a live Facebook feed,
with UCH members and friends/family of Robin participating from around the world.
Participating in the Order of Service were all of the following:
Welcome, Gregory Carrow-Boyd, son of UCH member Margaret Carrow
Call to Worship, Rev KC Slack
Chalice Lighting, Rev. Terry Cummings
Music, Darryl Purpose
Offertory (donated to the UUA Living Tradition Fund), Rev. Cynthia Kane, Commander, US Navy
Homily, Rev. Greg Ward
Ordination, UCH President David Spear
Charge to the Minister, former UCH minister, Rev. Howard Dana, Senior Minister at First Parish, Concord, MA
Charge to the Congregation, UCH minister, Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson

UUPLAN Fundraiser (through Sept. 5)
The Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network (UUPLAN) educates and communicates with UU congregations and partners across the
Commonwealth to inspire action. Its mission is to promote UU values to policy makers to advance just legislation and to advocate for fairness and transparency
in the democratic process. It serves 6,000 UUs in 40 congregations across Pennsylvania.

UUPLAN is currently fund-raising toward “Working for the Democracy We Want.” Generous donors have promised $10,000 in
matching funds if UUPLAN raises $10,000 by Sept. 5. Donors will be invited to a virtual UUPLAN Bandstand Dance
Party, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Sept. 6.
Donations are being accepted online.
─ Submitted by Rachel Mark
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Religious Exploration (RE)
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration (DRE)

It’s All New! A new church program year,
a new school year, new DRE, and a new
moment in time. Welcome to the present
moment and all it offers. As we transition
into a new church year, we bring
challenges with us from COVID-19. UCH is
adapting to the times as we gather
virtually until it is safe to return. Children’s
and Adult RE classes are offered via Zoom.
The most current information is in our weekly e-news as well as
links for registrations. Families with children can look for a
personal email coming directly to their mailboxes soon.
"We are Unitarian Universalists: a people of the open mind, the
loving heart, and helping hands." Our children often recite
words like these when a chalice is lit to begin religious
exploration time.
Parents and caregivers come to UU congregations for
communities that help raise children to become kind,
respectful, fair-minded, caring, and strong enough to side with
love and fight for justice. UU religious education and
participation in worship, social justice work, and
multigenerational gatherings reinforce what parents as their
children’s primary religious educators teach at home. We
nurture truth-seeking, spirituality, and progressive moral values
that will continue to shape and support our children as they
grow.

between settings during the RE year. What could be more
fun than watching CARTUUNS?

Coming of Age (COA) – Grades 7-9

During the coming year, we will work together to
strengthen the family bonds that young teens share as well
as develop new levels of responsibility. Participants in the
Coming of Age program are in the midst of an inevitable
transition, a time of external and internal transformation.
This class offers a chance for reflection within a peer group
during this intense season of life. The adult facilitators and
mentors offer support, ask questions, and encourage the
individual process of reflection and growth. At the
conclusion of our program in the spring, we intend to have
achieved a new level of awareness that demonstrates and
solidifies the transition from childhood to youth.

Youth RE – Grades 10-12

Teens and Youth Group Advisors co-lead to discuss current
events through a UU lens, develop and challenge personal
beliefs, and plan a youth-led service for Spring 2021. Our
youth are also invited to build roots and are sustained in
Unitarian Universalism by attending services with friends,
mentors, and family and by serving as usher, greeter, lay
liturgist, member reflection speaker, musician, sound
engineer, coffee hour host, or helping with babygarden or
K-9 RE, recognizing their importance in our community just
by their presence, not by what they can do for us. Youth
Group strives to provide a balanced experience for youth in
the program by incorporating the Six Components of a
Balanced Youth Ministry.

In addition to the opportunities that we are offering for our
children, youth, families and adults in our church via Zoom, we
are also offering opportunities to deepen our family’s faith
through monthly packets based on UU themes beginning in
Adult Religious Exploration Last chance to sign up!
September. UUs believe that families are the primary religious
Spiritual Practices
educators, and in these times, that is especially true. To support
Spiritual Practices is a 12-session series that helps
our families in this work, monthly session plans will be available
participants develop regular disciplines of the spirit once you have registered.
practices that help us connect with the sacred. Spiritual
Practice affirms religious diversity while seeking unity in our
Children/Youth Religious Exploration
communal quest for meaning and wholeness. Each session
If you need to enroll your child in RE, please register online. This
offers a forum for learning, sharing, and growth that can
fall, we will be providing programs for three different age
enrich our personal faith journeys. We will meet twice a
groups.
month on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month
CARTUUNS – Grades K-6
beginning in September at 1 p.m. Register at this link.
There is no reason why children can’t have fun while they
are learning! CARTUUNS uses animated shorts from Pixar
Stitchers Group
and Disney as the basis for discussion about the values
Join us every 2nd Friday of the month at 10 a.m. for our
inherent in Unitarian Universalism. These short animated
Stitchers Group. This is a needle arts group for knitters,
films run 3 to 11 minutes, making it easy to keep a child's
crocheters, quilters, cross-stitchers, weavers and more,
attention, even if class is being held online. Discussion and
where we can all gather with our projects to stitch and chat.
fun activities keep children engaged and coming back for
No agenda - just building connections. Register at this link. .
more. CARTUUNS has been designed to work with any RE
class setting, whether class is being held in person or online. In service and gratitude,
Cory
CARTUUNS will also work seamlessly, if classes transition
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Church News

Clover Lane Coffee House, Virtual
Save the date! UCH presents a virtual coffee house at 7:00 p.m. on
Friday, Nov. 6.
─ Submitted by Kel Kyle

2020 Auction: Nov 7-14
Happy September! This month is the start of the professional football
season. 100 years ago, the American Professional Football Conference was
formed in Canton, Ohio. According to the Canton Evening Repository, the
organization’s mission was to "raise the standard of professional football in
every way possible, to eliminate bidding for players between rival clubs and
to secure cooperation in the formation of schedules".
Less than a month later, they renamed themselves the American
Professional Football Association and elected Jim Thorpe as the first
president. Canton’s close neighbor, Akron, won the 1920 championship.
Two years later, they renamed themselves the National Football League.
The Pro Football Hall of Fame is in Canton. Football roared into the realm of
professional sports there in 1920.
We need your help for the Roaring ’20s auction to make it to the
championship. Can you make a t-shirt quilt out of someone's old sports
jerseys? Perhaps you can cater some super snacks for a Super Bowl watch
party. Do you have a signed football or helmet that is ready for a new fan
to treasure it? Will you be able to run long or throw the “Hail Mary” pass
for the win?
Don’t fumble, help UCH get that extra point by emailing your donations to
uchauction@gmail.com. Deadline is Oct. 1.
All item donations will be held by the donor, who will arrange transfer with the winner after the auction. $50 minimum value
please, for all donations. Save the evenings of Saturday November 7 AND Saturday, November 14, 2020, for the kick-off and
grand finale of UCH’s first virtual auction! You can bid that whole week. Allow the fantasy of the great auction donations to
score higher than your fantasy football team. We can create a winning season!
─ Submitted by Patti Hazel

Sharon Herrold (1945-2020)
Sharon Ann Herrold, 75, of Mechanicsburg died Aug. 25 at West Shore Hospital. She and her
husband, Tom, were members of the Shared Ministry and subsequently worshiped at UCH on
Market Street until the building was sold in 2019. They were also active in Gather the Spirit.
She is survived by her husband of 55 years, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Herrold; a son; a daughter; and
two grandsons. Services will be at the convenience of the family, with a memorial service to be
scheduled at a future date.
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Calendar
Date

Time

September 2020
Group

Location

Wed 2
7:00
QueenSpirit (Monthly)
Zoom
QueenSpirit is a co‐created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first Wednesday
of the month. This month, the session will be held from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. over
Zoom. We will start with a check-in, and Ann Stillwater will lead a meditation. The rest of
the time we will spend together in informal discussion.

QueenSpirit

All who identify as women are welcome in a co-creating sacred space. Please bring a
favorite dish, dessert or beverage to share. Bring your place setting and serving spoons and plates. Contact Rebecca Waldemar
for further information.
Fri 4
6:00
Online Trivia Night
Zoom
Our weekly trivia night continues tonight, hosted each week by a different member of
our community. Join your church friends for a unique set of trivia, combined with humor
and merriment. Repeats weekly at 6:00 p.m. The Zoom link appears each week in News
You Can UUs and on the Facebook events page.
Please contact Dan Vaughn for additional information.

Friday Night
TRIVIA

Sun 13
7:00
Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)
Zoom
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and (historically) at the
church. During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom. This month, the group meets to discuss How to
Be an Antiracist, by Ibram X. Kendi. From the Internet:
Most people will tell you that racism is all about hatred and ignorance. In How to Be an
Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi's follow-up to his National Book Award-winning Stamped from the
Beginning, he explains that racism is ultimately structural. Racism directs attention away
from harmful, inequitable policies and turns that attention on the people harmed by those
policies. Kendi employs history, science, and ethics to describe different forms of racism; at
the same time, he follows the events and experiences of his own life, adapting a
memoir approach that personalizes his arguments. This is a very
effective combination, fusing the external forces of
racism with Kendi's own reception and responses to
that racism—the result will be mind-expanding for
many readers. Kendi's title encompasses his main
thesis: simply not being racist isn't enough. We must
actively choose to be "antiracist," working to undo racism and its
component polices in order to build an equitable society. To read this book is to relate to
the author as an individual and realize just how much we all have in common. As Kendi writes: race
is a mirage, assigning an identity according to skin color, ignoring the individual.
Please contact Don Brown for information.

Philosophy
& Literature

Tue 22

6:30

Auction Planning Committee

Zoom

Theme: The Roaring ’20s Date (virtual): November 7 through 14, 2020
The Auction Planning Committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Come brainstorm ideas, themes, and be a part of the fun, food, and fabulous
Auction Committee. Your talent and help planning the 2020 Church Auction is
always welcome. We are looking for ideas to make this year's auction a huge
success.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are planning to meet via Zoom. If you are already a member of the Auction Committee, you
will receive an email invite to attend the meeting. Otherwise, please contact Patti Hazell if you wish to attend.
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