REPORTER: News and Views for all UUs

September 2022

The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg: an inclusive, loving community of faith committed to welcoming and nurturing all with dignity and respect

From the Minister
Rev. David Kohlmeier is UCH’s minister.

Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays

Last month I wrote a little bit about the first
September Theme: Belonging
part of our church’s three-part mission
statement. This month, I’m thinking of the
Sept. 4: “Solidarity Forever!” Rev. David
second part: “equipping individuals for
On this Labor Sunday, Rev. David will share some wisdom
service.” It reminds me of a passage in the
from his Appalachian grandfather and from his coal miner
Christian Bible, in which the many different
ancestors about what it means to create belonging and
roles in the community are talked about. The
solidarity in the face of hard times.
text names pastors, teachers, and others, and says the reason
Sept. 11: “When Will I/We Ever Learn?” Jim Cavenaugh
for all these persons (called “gifts”) is “to equip the saints for
I recently survived two near-death experiences and realized
the work of ministry” (Ephesians 4:11,12, New Revised
that unless I learned, I might not survive the next. As I
Standard Version). Now, I know, “saint” is a loaded term. In
thought about them and other life-changing experiences I
the original text, the Greek word here literally means “holy
have
witnessed, it struck me that we remember things based
one,” or (to use a looser, more humanist, rendering) “one set
on the groups/tribes/communities we belong to and that
apart.” To be part of the congregation, the text says, is to set
oneself apart in order to serve. And the church is a place where belonging drives our learning. What is YOUR
group/tribe/community, and how does that belonging
people serve in different ways, so that in the end each of us is
equipped to serve. And “service” is, in the end, what “ministry” influence how you learn – and whether…?
means.
Sept. 18: “Water Communion: The Ocean Refuses No
When someone formally joins the Unitarian Church of
River,” Rev. David
Harrisburg, they’re saying that the mission of the church is now
Water communion is a UU ritual where each of us plays a role
their mission, that they want to bring the gift of themselves to
in creating a common water to represent the ways we each
serve the vision of this progressive faith. That’s a big deal!
bring our lives into this community. Everyone is invited to
There are many ways to serve. Some might want to help with
have water present for the service, to drop off water at the
RE, volunteering to help our youth in their own religious
church office during the week if you live locally but will
exploration. Others might be called to do the work of helping
worship remotely, or to have water with you as you tune in.
the church institution stay healthy, through work like
This service will also feature a celebration of new members,
stewardship or finance. Still others are drawn to the work of
as our UCH family continues to expand!
social justice, or worship, or pastoral care. What is your
Sept. 25: “Swallowed Up in the Ocean of Love,” Rev.
passion? What gift do you bring? All these forms of ministry
David
matter, and everyone volunteering in any way is truly a gift.
Some believe the first Universalist sermon in America was
And all these forms of ministry help each other. No gift is
preached on Sept. 30, 1770, so this is a weekend many UU
unimportant, and that’s because when we each serve in
congregations celebrate our Universalist heritage. This year
whatever way we can, or give in whatever way we can, it
we will do the same, but by remembering the Universalist
strengthens someone else, and that equips them to do their
preacher George de Benneville, who was actually preaching
service, and that helps others do their service, and so on and so
the Universalist gospel in central Pennsylvania decades
on. And when we all come together, we do far more and make
before 1770! Let’s learn about this largely forgotten
a much bigger difference than we could ever do alone.
ancestor, and what his life might represent for us today.
As individuals, we have many different beliefs and identities,
Sunday services stream on YouTube
and yet we are still one congregation, with one vision, working
(www.youtube.com/UCHBG) as well as Zoom. Each Sunday
together. In the words of the proposed 8th Principle, together
morning, you can watch the live stream on YouTube in the
“we journey toward spiritual wholeness, by building a diverse
“UCH”
group and/or use the Zoom link emailed by the church
multicultural Beloved Community.” And it is a journey, one that
office.
we will stick to, “until we all follow the good road in harmony
with each other” (Ephesians 4:13, First Nations Version).
Thank you for all you personally are doing. Thank you for your ministry.
And if you’re wanting to get involved, but are not sure what to do, reach out to me, or to our church office. You are a gift, and we
want to equip you to serve. Yours,

Rev. David
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President’s Message
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees

Schools are beginning to open and ready to
start classes for the new school year, but the
Board is already hard at work on behalf of
the church. We actually didn't slow down
much over the summer because there are
always things for us to address.

It seems hard to believe, but Rev. David has just started his
second year of ministry with us. How time goes quickly! We
are grateful for having a very good relationship with our
minister based on mutual respect, and we look forward to a
productive year with him. One of our goals this year is to make
sure he has the tools and support he needs to do his job
effectively.

I

The largest item is the strategic plan, which is
being organized by the Capital Improvements Team led by Mary
’m also pleased that some of our teams are getting more
Henninger-Voss. That team is doing most of the work, but the
organized and already working hard for the church. Most of
Board has an important role in coordinating it with other work
our teams report to Rev. David (not to the Board), and we
and preparing for potential next steps. This would be a large
thank him for getting them up and running.
undertaking for us.
Don't forget that meeting minutes are available on our website
for all Board meetings. Feel free to look them over to see what
The team will give the congregation an update on October 2
(see below). Two weeks after that, on October 16, we will ask if the Board is working on and what we are planning for the
you wish us to take the next steps toward investigating a capital future. And of course, we always welcome your feedback and
input.
campaign. Please attend these meeting, either in person on
online, if you are able to do so.
he Board has also scheduled our fall planning retreat for
October 8. We already have a good idea of what we need
'm glad the team has taken the time to prepare a strategic
to address this year, but the retreat will give us several
plan. After many years of interim ministry, interruptions
hours to focus on them in more detail.
from Covid, and getting to know our new minister, our
congregation is finally in a stable spot to do some significant
planning. It’s an exciting and inspiring time to be a part of the
UCH community.

T

I

David Spear

UCH Strategic Plan Report
“Operation Next Generation” (the UCH Capital Improvements Team) has developed the following schedule for moving
forward with our strategic plan. Please save these dates!
Town Hall Meeting, Oct. 2
This will be an informational session to update the congregation, answer some questions, and have a dialogue
about the future.
Congregational Meeting, Oct. 16
We will ask the congregation to approve the strategic plan. It is still too early to launch a formal capital
campaign, but we will also ask the congregation for a general approval to proceed/investigate further.
Financial Feasibility Study (Oct/Nov)
From previous work done by Cordell Affeldt and the Building Improvement Task Force, we already know
approximately how much it would cost to rehabilitate the building and grounds. Throughout late October and
November, we will conduct a financial feasibility study, to estimate how much money we might be able to raise
for a capital campaign. Our final plan may also incorporate additional items beyond those identified last year.
Congregational Meeting, Dec. 2 (target)
In early December, possibly December 2, we will hold another congregational meeting, where we can present the
results of the financial feasibility study and the congregation can vote on whether to push forward with an actual
capital campaign.
—Submitted by Mary Henninger-Voss, Chair
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Religious Exploration
Opportunities for Religious Exploration
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration (DRE)

Children/Youth
The goals of our RE program include all of the following:
 Nurture unapologetic UUs
 Increase children, youth and family participation on Sundays and beyond through support and
opportunities
 Provide inclusivity at all ages (educate and challenge -isms and biases)
 Recruit, support and sustain RE volunteers (leaders, helpers and behind-the-scenes)

Children/Youth RE
Our RE program for the new church year starts Sunday, Sept. 25! Please
register your child using this link. If there are enough participants and
volunteers, we would like to offer the following courses this year:
Soul Matters for Elementary Children (Grades K-3)
How can kids explore UU spiritual values? Our programs are based
in the eight principles that express our progressive moral values.
We help children live out these values in the world.
Crossing Paths for Middle School Youth (Grades 4-7)
Crossing Paths joins the long line of visit-based UU curriculum going back 70 years. Our Soul Matters version honors our
previous curricula and adds its own unique components, including an emphasis on theological grounding, a distinct take on
religious pluralism (“Many Mountains, Many Paths”) and an abundance of experiential learning and a deep commitment to
family-centered activities. Faith traditions covered include Unitarian Universalism, Judaism, Christianity, Catholicism, Christian
evangelicalism (megachurch), Quakerism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, paganism, and humanism
Youth Group (Grades 8-12)
The group meets twice a month and is led by youth and facilitated by adults. It combines the six components of a balanced
youth program: worship, community building, social action, learning, leadership, and youth-adult relations.
If you are interested in volunteering with the Children/Youth RE program, please contact Cory Ness. Please also refer to our
children and youth RE newsletter for additional information.

Teacher Recruitment
Did you know we are all learners and all teachers? A responsible search for truth and meaning and encouragement for spiritual
growth are just two of our UU principles. The lifespan model means we never stop learning, and teaching is not only a spiritual
practice but provides a way for us to continue learning from all ages.
When we teach, we model the values we stand for: acceptance for diversity, respect for others, a questioning and curious mind,
and social justice action. Teaching provides a venue for ministry and passionate engagement with others and our society. We
understand the values of this gift freely given to the community when we recognize that lifespan learning is at the very heart of
our congregations.
If you are interested in being an RE teacher, here is what to expect:
Attend teacher orientation on Sunday, Sept. 18 from 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
Attend three teacher connections from 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. on Sept. 11 and dates TBD in November and March
Collaboration with a team of new and experienced teachers
Two teachers are in a classroom each Sunday: 1 leads/1 assists
Well-stocked supplies
Support from our DRE and our RE Committee
Background Checks are required from all volunteer teachers.
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Religious Exploration
Childcare Position Available at UCH
Warm, cheery and experienced childcare provider needed for a variable group of children, ages 18 months to 6 years old, while
parents attend Sunday services. Provider will be assisted by one adult volunteer in a safe, enclosed space with age- appropriate
toys and activities. 10:00 a.m. – noon on Sundays, beginning Sept. 25. Additional hours for special events are also available.
Please send a letter, outlining relevant experiences and reasons for interest, as well as at least three references, to Cory Ness or
call 717-564-4761 x. 705 Interview and background check is required. Employment is contingent on a successful interview,
impeccable references, and a clear background check.
Please feel free to forward this announcement to appropriate candidates.

Theme-Based Ministry
Theme-based ministry helps create multigenerational connections as people of all ages explore common themes in ageappropriate ways. Theme-based ministry extends faith development beyond Sunday morning. Families can continue the
conversation in the car ride home or over the dinner table; our covenant groups are given resources so they can go deeper with
the theme. This model can be used with any sized congregation.
Why Theme-Based Ministry? Please consider the following, adapted from UUA material.
Offer worship experiences with depth
Ensure a balance of theological and religious learning
Better integrate spiritually connected programming across the lifespan
Weave a central thread throughout all church programming
Build a cohesive theological understanding
We have chosen to work again this year with Soul Matters Sharing Circle, a
resource-sharing UU collaborative involving hundreds of UU churches. This
network of UU congregations who follow the same monthly themes so we
can more easily share covenant group material, as well as worship, sermon,
music and children’s religious education resources. They are a web of support
and connection. Companions traveling a new journey together each month.
You will hear about our themes in our worship services, e-news, covenant groups, Children & Youth (C&Y) RE programming and
our C&Y RE newsletters. Let us now begin the month of September with “Belonging!”

Welcome to Belonging
You hardly knew
how hungry you were
to be gathered in,
to receive the welcome
that invited you to enter
entirely...
You began to breathe again...
You learned to sing.

But the deal with this blessing
is that it will not leave you alone,
will not let you linger...
this blessing
will ask you to leave,
not because it has tired of you
but because it desires for you
to become the sanctuary
that you have found...

- Jan Richardson
Richardson begins with hunger. And so do we. Just saying the word “belonging” conjures it up: The primal hunger to be included;
the longing to be let in. No one likes standing outside the circle. No one likes leaning against the locked door listening while
everyone is laughing inside. From the time we are little, belonging is the thing we seek. It’s the hoped-for Holy Grail. The promised
resting place. (continued on p. 5/)
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Religious Exploration
But Richardson will have none of that. Our own belonging is only the beginning. That’s what she wants us to know. One minute
she’s wrapping us in comforting words about settling in and allowing ourselves to finally breathe. The next she’s shaking us awake
and telling us to get up and go. That shaking should tell us something.
In other words, this is no gentle invitation, friends. No sweet reminder to think of others. It’s a warning. A desperate hope that we
will wake to the fact that there are two kinds of belonging: one that wants to bless us and another that wants to enlist us.
Deep down we know this. The hard part is to remember it. To use Richardson’s language, if we find ourselves being invited to
linger rather than leave, alarm bells should go off. We need to be weary of those who welcome us with a club jacket and a soft
couch. They may have let us in, but soon they will enlist us into the work of keeping others out. There will likely even be a part of
us that wants to keep others out. After all, closed circles don't just set us apart, they sit us above.
But they also keep us small. Maybe this is why Richardson’s blessing is so intent on not leaving us alone. It knows that we only
grow when the circle does. Circles that keep others out also keep the air out. No one inside a closed circle truly sings; they only
suffocate, slowly.
It’s all one big reminder that the true blessing of belonging is not that you get to come inside the circle; it’s that you get to
participate in expanding it. Again, as the circle grows so do we.

What Does it Mean to be a Family of Belonging
Belonging is one of those concepts that seems all warm and fuzzy until you actually try to apply it. On the one hand, our deep
need for belonging is irrefutable: a sense of belonging lights up lots of feel-good places in our brain, and even boosts our immune
systems and reduces inflammation. Clearly, as social beings, we have evolved many, positive responses to feeling as if we are
among “our people.” The kicker is having “people” means there are those who are not one’s people. To know we fit in also means
we know who does not belong. And how do we distinguish between them? It’s sure not as simple as whether or not they have a
chalice tattoo. Plus, there are factors at play that we aren’t even consciously aware of, such as implicit biases.
Belonging is complex terrain. So how do we, as UU families, help our children to feel belonging, and create belonging for others,
without getting swept up in in-group behaviors such as othering, shunning, stereotyping, and exclusion? That’s the question we
explore in this month’s packet. You’ll find explorations of belonging to one’s self, belonging within the family, belonging in your
family community, belonging in your larger community, and finally, extending belonging through thoughtful efforts toward
inclusion.

Opportunities for Adults
Adult RE
Coming In October! A discussion group based on the national bestseller, My Grandmother’s Hands:
Racialized Trauma and the Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies, by Resmaa Menakem.
Brave Souls, are you ready to face the part you play, inadvertently, in racism? In this
groundbreaking book, therapist Resmaa Menakem examines the damage caused by racism in
America from the perspective of trauma and body-centered psychology.
The body is where our instincts reside and where we fight, flee, or freeze, and it endures the
trauma inflicted by the ills that plague society. Menakem argues this destruction will continue
until Americans learn to heal the generational anguish of white supremacy, which is deeply
embedded in all our bodies. Our collective agony doesn't just affect African Americans. White
Americans suffer their own secondary trauma as well. So do blue Americans—our police.
My Grandmother's Hands is a call to action for all of us to recognize that racism is not only about
the head, but about the body, and introduces an alternative view of what we can do to grow beyond our
entrenched racialized divide. This book:
Paves the way for a new, body-centered understanding of white supremacy—how it is literally in our blood and our nervous
system.
Offers a step-by-step healing process based on the latest neuroscience and somatic healing methods, in addition to incisive
social commentary.
Please contact Cory for additional information.
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Other Religious Opportunities
Sign up for Covenant Groups, Starting Sept. 18

Covenant Groups will run from October to June this year. Our goal is to take time in September to explore ways in which to make
the program a more enriching spiritual experience. Please email comments or suggestions to Bridgette Parker with “22-23
Covenant Groups” in the subject line.
After church on Sept. 18, we will be signing up facilitators and participants. You may also sign up via the email above. More
details will be forthcoming in News You Can UUse.
Covenant groups are a wonderful way to get to know and keep in touch with fellow congregants while enriching your personal
spiritual journey. Covenant Groups provide:
A place to belong
A place for spiritual exploration where each person’s journey is honored
A sacred space where the stories of our lives are heard
A safe place, strengthening the fabric of our beloved community
A place to listen better and care more.
The Covenant Group Ministry Team looks forward to seeing you in the Fall!
—Submitted by Bridgette Parker

Oct. 9: Lay Liturgist Workshop

Laura Edinger and Amy Firestine will be offering a Lay Liturgist Workshop after services on Sunday, Oct. 9. The workshop will
begin at Noon on October 9th in the Sanctuary, with lunch to be provided.
This workshop is for anyone interested in exploring what it means to be a lay liturgist - and/or learning how to become one, and
to serve as a refresher for anyone who has served in this role in the past.
The role of lay liturgists is dynamic, especially at the beginning of each new church year. If you have served in the past and are
interested in learning what is new for this year, if you're a newer member and interested in taking on a new role in the church, or
if you've been a member for some time and always wondered what it would be like to serve as a lay leader on Sunday morning,
we hope you’ll be able to join us.
Please watch upcoming News You Can UUse for more information including a link to sign up.
—Submitted by Amy Firestine, co-chair, UCH Worship Team

Sept 14: Zoom Session for Potential New Members
The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg is a welcoming congregation, open to people from any/all (or
no) religious backgrounds. If you are new to Unitarian Universalism, we encourage you to view a
3-minute video for a brief summary about our faith tradition or read the somewhat drier written
summary on Wikipedia. An overview of the “Pathways to Membership” at UCH appears on our
website.
For further information about our congregation and the membership process, please feel free to
reach out to Bart Carpenter or another member of the Membership Action Council. During the
current pandemic, we are conducting information sessions via Zoom, and we welcome your
inquiries.
This month, we have scheduled a special “New Member Zoom Session” at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 14. If you would like to attend, please contact Bart to register and receive a
packet of reading material. We are also planning a welcome ceremony on Sunday, Sept. 18.
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Membership News
New Members

Welcome these new members into our fellowship!

We will have a welcoming ceremony during services on Sunday, Sept. 18.

Congratulations!
Please congratulate these members of our community and their parents.

Lydia Hursh
UCH member Lydia Hursh has been informed that her master's thesis has been accepted and her Master of Arts degree in
Medieval Irish Studies will officially be presented in November from Maynooth University (National University Ireland Maynooth). This month she begins a four-year doctoral program at Maynooth in Medieval Irish Studies with a focus on
the status and rights of women in Tochmarca, or "wooing" literature. She is the recipient of a Hume Scholarship through
the university that covers her tuition and living accommodations. She has also been accepted as a presenter at the XVIIth
International Congress of Celtic Studies to be held in Utrecht, the Netherlands, in July 2023, where she will present one
aspect of her master's thesis.
Lydia is the daughter of Dennis/Yvonne Hursh and grew up at UCH.

Josiah Haken
Josiah Haken, son of Paul and Deb Haken, has published a book entitled Neighbors with No Doors. The Truth about
Homelessness, and How You Can Make a Difference. His book launch was July 29 at the Strand Bookstore in New York
City. The book is available on Amazon and at Barnes and Noble. Josiah Haken is chief executive officer of City Relief, a
non-profit organization dedicated to connecting the unhoused community in New York City and New Jersey to resources
that can change their lives. From Amazon.com:
The next time someone asks you for money on the street, Josiah Haken wants you to know what
you’re doing. He wants you to break through the stereotypes and excuses — the politics and
propaganda — the anxiety and questions. He wants you to engage the human being in front of you
with confidence, compassion, and a plan. Neighbors with No Doors is your guide to getting there.
With over a decade of experience in homeless outreach, Haken contradicts popular falsehoods
about the unhoused community and offers helpful, pragmatic steps to becoming a friend and an
advocate. Along the way, he tells disarming and profound stories from his time working on the
street. At one point, his friend’s young daughter learns for the first time that many folks refuse
to speak with unhoused people. She asks a challenging question: “Don’t people know they’re
people too?” This book is grounded in that simple, straight-forward sense of humanity, and it
illuminates a clear path for all of us to become better neighbors.
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Church News
2022 Book Shuffle
UU readers, please “shuffle” some of your good reads to worthy buyers
and purchase someone else’s well-loved books, CDs and DVDs! Recycle
and benefit a worthy cause at the same time.
Educate and entertain yourself while benefiting others.
Peruse art options hand-crafted for this fundraiser.
All funds go to the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund.

LaGrone Book Shuffle
Intake: Sundays, September 11 and 18
Sale:

Sundays, September 25 and October 2

Bring in your used books, CDs and DVDs before and after services on September 11 and 18.
Tables in the Priestley Room on the lower level will be pre-labeled by category for your
convenience. A friendly volunteer will help you distribute them. Posted prices will make it easy
to determine what you’re contributing to benefit the scholarship fund.
Buy books and art before and after services on September 25 and October 2. Big bargains for
UCH members and visitors.
Need to contribute your items during the week? Or prefer limited-contact browsing and
buying? Please call Cordell Affeldt (717-238-7514) to make arrangements when the building is staffed.
An Oliver LaGrone scholarship for post-secondary education is awarded each year to a graduate of the Harrisburg School
District. It is the largest of locally offered scholarships. A unique feature of the program is that a member of the congregation
serves as mentor to the student as the scholarship is disbursed, providing encouragement and advocacy as needed throughout
matriculation.
We welcome volunteers!! Please contact Nan Cavenaugh for more information on manageable tasks and first-crack access.
—Submitted by Nan Cavenaugh

All Church Auction: Saturday, Nov. 5

Has it been a long, hot summer? A hard day’s night? Have you been
working like a dog? Would you rather be sleeping like a log?
We can work it out…as a church community. “Come Together” on
Saturday, November 5, for fun and fellowship at the UCH auction. Your
donations are needed to help the auction be a success to help UCH make
it through the…upcoming church year. Can you donate a parody of a
popular song (better than this one!) to celebrate someone’s special event,
dog grooming/walking, a quilt, or chainsaw and person-power for half a
day to deal with fallen logs. Email a description with a picture to
uchauction@gmail.com before October 1.
Get your tickets at Coffee Hour, starting September 11. We can work it
out…with your help, at UCH’s Auction, Come Together, on the evening of November 5 at the church!
—Submitted by Patti Hazell

Re-Entry Breakfast, April 22, 2023

The lay-led ministry Helping People In Prison and their Families (HPIPF) asks you to save the date: April 22, 2023, as UCH hosts the
Reentry Breakfast sponsored by the Prison Action Committee of Christian Churches United. The breakfast is hosted by a different
church each month, featuring a hot breakfast for residents of area work release centers and halfway houses, an inspirational
speaker who is a successful re-entrant, and some praying and singing.
We will need setup help Thursday or Friday, cooks and helpers early Saturday morning, servers by 8:30 a.m. as our guests start
arriving, and clean-up crew at 10:30 a.m. as our guests leave.
—Submitted by Jim Cavenaugh
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Calendar
Date

Time

September 2022
Group

Location

Fri 2
Various
Heart Rhythm Meditation
Zoom
Heart Rhythm Meditation (HRM) is a type of meditation that involves conscious breathing, in which the individual consciously
controls their breathing in order to influence their mental, emotional, and physical state.
Join Libby Tisdell in twice-weekly sessions, via Zoom.
Heart Rhythm

Meditation

Monday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Friday mornings from 9:00-10:00 a.m.
People can drop in or out as they want. Please contact Libby Tisdell for the Zoom link.

Wed 7
6:00/7:00
QueenSpirit (Monthly)
Common Room
QueenSpirit is a co‐created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first Wednesday of
the month. This month, we explore a sacred feminine way of approaching decision making,
Consensus.
All who identify as women are welcome in a co-creating sacred space. This is an in-person
event. Please bring a favorite dish, dessert or beverage to share, your place setting, and serving spoons. Potluck begins at 6
p.m. and our circle begins at 7 p.m. Contact Rebecca Waldemar (717-364-2029) for further information.

QueenSpirit

Sun 11
7:00 p.m.
Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly)
Zoom
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and
(historically) at the church. During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom. This
month, the group meets to discuss The Promise: A Novel, by Damon Galgut. It was the 2021 Booker Prize
winner. From Amazon.com:
On her deathbed, Rachel Swart makes a promise to Salome, the family’s Black maid. Reunited by four
funerals over thirty years, the dwindling Swart family remains haunted by the unmet promise, just as their
country is haunted by its own failures. The Promise is an epic South African drama that unfurls against
the unrelenting march of history, sure to leave its readers transformed.

On the horizon:
October: Regina Stoltzfus and Tobin Shearer, Been in the Struggle: Pursuing an Antiracist Spirituality
November: Kazuo Ishiguro, Klara and the Sun
Please contact Don Brown for information.
Wed 21

7:00 p.m.
UCH Humanists
Zoom
UCH Humanists are pleased to present Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones as guest speaker at
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 21. Rev. Jones is a psychologist in Asheville,
NC, and serves as national board chair of Americans United for Separation of
Church & State. Founded in 1948, the organization is a nonpartisan, not-forprofit educational and advocacy organization that brings together people of all
religions and none to protect the right of everyone to believe as they want —
and stop anyone from using their beliefs to harm others.

Dr. Jones recently served as minister at Main Line Unitarian Church in Devon, PA. This is a Zoom
presentation. Contact Rachel Mark for additional information.
Tue 27
6:30 p.m.
Auction Planning Committee
Date: Nov. 5, 2022 Place: UCH Clover Lane

Zoom

The Auction Planning Committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. This month, the meeting is again via Zoom.
Start thinking now about auction ideas and donations for 2022! Come brainstorm ideas and themes and be a part of the fun,
food, and fabulous Auction Committee. Your talent and help planning the 2022 Church Auction is always welcome. We are
looking for ideas to make this year's auction a huge success.
Please contact Patti Hazell (717-576-9848) for additional information. A Zoom link will be sent to Auction Committee members
a few days prior to the meeting.
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Church News
7:00 p.m. Sept. 24, Love in Action
On Saturday, September 24, the UCH Choir and the choir of Metropolitan Community Church
(MCC) of the Spirit (Voices of Spirit) will present Love in Action, a benefit concert for the Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank. The concert will take place at 7:00 p.m. at UCH; admission is a $10
suggested donation, with all donations going directly to the food bank. Tickets are available
during coffee hour on Sunday morning as well as at the door. Online pre-registration is also
available; please contact Amy Firestine for additional information.
This event serves as a community service project as part of Yvonne DuVal’s Music Leadership
Certification Program managed by the Association for Unitarian Universalist Music Ministries.
—Submitted by Yvonne DuVal, Director of Music

Share the Plate: Central Pennsylvania Food Bank
Each month, we share half of our Sunday plate with a local non-profit organization. This month we will be sharing the
plate with the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank

The Central Pennsylvania Food Bank serves 27 counties across Pennsylvania. An affiliate of
Feeding America and Feeding Pennsylvania, the food bank maintains healthy food hub locations
in Harrisburg and Williamsport to serve the geographically dispersed community and distributes
food via a large network of local Partner Agencies.

FY 2021-22 Year-End Report

We completed the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, with operating
income exceeding expenses by $34,282, largely because the
congregational administrator position was open for more than half of
the year. Some revenue sources lagged expectations because the
building was closed due to COVID for longer than expected, which also
resulted in related expense savings. Net income is summarized in the
accompanying table. Please note that Pledge Gift total was the highest
since 2013-14 and was 14.2% higher than last year’s total.

FY22
FY22
Plan
Actual
Pledged Income (net of unfilled) $355,200 $364,271
Other Gifts & Income
$92,400
$82,920
Operating Expenses
($84,050) ($82,930)
Plate (Partner's Share)
($10,500) ($23,857)
Minister & Staff Expenses
($353,050) ($306,122)
Income Net of Expenses
$0
$34,282

During the year, we spent or committed most of the funding allocated for capital projects (new roof, repairs on the sanctuary
beams, etc.) and received more than $50,000 toward a future Capital Campaign.
—Submitted by Lois Voigt, Treasurer

Get Out the Vote
60 minutes – that’s all it takes! Do you
have 60 minutes over the next 8 weeks to
volunteer to get out the vote for the
November 8th election? Just 60 minutes of
your time can make a 3.4%-4.2% difference in the results of our statewide
election this fall.
How? By hand-writing letters to reluctant voters telling them why voting is
personally important to you and asking them to vote on November 8. It's
that easy. Join the UCH “UUtheVote PA “team and help us reach our goal of
1,000 letters.
We will conduct brief training sessions to present the details of how this works. Join us on Sunday, Sept. 18, or Sunday, Sept. 25,
to learn about this non-partisan effort of UUtheVote_PA and Vote Forward. Adopt 20 registered voters and start writing! Contact
Karen Sykes, Rachel Mark or Anita Mentzer for more information.
—Submitted by Anita Mentzer
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