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REPORTER: News and Views for all UUs           March 2021 

The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg: Building Bridges, Celebrating Community 

From the Minister 
The Rev. Dr. Tony Johnson is serving as UCH 
Minister 2018-21.  
We are approaching another 
turning. All the earth’s peoples 
share in the turning of the equinox 
on March 20th, when spring begins 
in the northern hemisphere and 
winter in the southern hemisphere. 
It is the month when Daylight 
Savings Time begins (on March 13) 
except in the states that do not 

observe it. Fortunately, both Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
agree on this and I do not have to change the time when 
crossing from one state to the other. March is the month 
when I complete another orbit around the sun, my seventy-
second. 
March is the month when the activity of ministerial 
transition is going full steam. Your Ministerial Search 
Committee (MSC) is meeting prospective candidates in what 
is known as pre-candidating. Later in the spring, the MSC will 
present to the congregation a candidate for the settled 
ministry of the church. At the same time, I am exploring the 
nature and location of my next ministry. 
While all this is going on, you, the members and friends of 
the church, begin to make pledges for supporting UCH 
during the 2021-2022 church year, which begins July 1. Your 
pledges will be vital to the successful start of a new settled 
ministry in August. A year ago, in spite of the pandemic and 
the building shutdown, you showed an impressive level of 
commitment in the stewardship drive for the current church 
year.  
March 15 will mark the first anniversary of the shutdown 
due to the pandemic. I do not know yet when we can begin  
(continued on page 10)  

        Annual Stewardship Campaign 
The coming of Spring and the changing of the clocks 
announces the end of winter and snow and cold. It also 
signals the beginning of the church’s planning for its new 
year. This year will be quite different because we will be 
planning a new era with a settled minister. As you consider 
your commitment to this church community, envision the 
future you hope to see grow in Harrisburg. You will soon be 
receiving a mailing from the church with Stewardship 
Campaign materials and a pledge form. Please help us make 
this a successful campaign by supporting our church 
community as we embark on our journey into a new era. 
Look for more details to come. 
─ Submitted by Ed Sykes, Chair 

Worship online 10:30 a.m. Sundays  
March 7: Music and Being, Susan Mashiyama, PhD 
Music can move us to tears, help us to learn, call us to battle, 
and inspire us to dance with joy.  Join former biology researcher, 
current harp player, and UU music leader Susan Mashiyama as 
we explore the deeper meaning of music and how it helps us to 
think and to express and experience spirituality. 

March 14: Friendship, Rev. Johnson 
One of the great joys in a person’s life is in friendships. Some 
have run their course and are now in the past, some are active, 
and some last a lifetime.  Let’s reflect this Sunday on what 
makes a friendship and how a friendship is sustained.   

March 21: Life Emerging and Re-emerging, Rev. Johnson 
The vernal equinox is at 5:37 a.m. March 20.  Spring has 
returned to the northern hemisphere. It is no accident that 
religious and cultural holidays are connected to the vernal 
equinox and that the Western year formerly began in March.  
The change of seasons is a metaphor for and reminder of 
renewal in all aspects of life.  Service is live on Zoom! 

March 28:  Getting to the Wilderness, Rev. Johnson 
Passover begins at sunset on March 27. In the Hebrew 
scriptures, the Exodus from Egypt began soon after the “historic” 
Passover. Before reaching the promised land, the people first 
had to get to the wilderness between enslavement and freedom 
and sojourn there. Let’s think today not about getting to the 
promised land, let’s think about how to get to the wilderness.   

Each Sunday morning, the church will email: 
 A link to the Zoom (March 21) or YouTube video of the 

service 
 A link to the Zoom session for 11:30 coffee and conversation 

We encourage members to set aside a small sacred space at 
home to enjoy the service. Having rituals in place at home can 
help us participate in services together, even though we are not 
able to be sharing in one another's company in person. 

Check-in with Rev. Johnson 
Rev. Johnson is scheduling times when you can reach him by 
Zoom, without an appointment, to check in, talk about your 
concerns, and stay connected.  These virtual office hours are 
scheduled as follows: 

 Tuesdays 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Meeting ID: 822 2393 
4730)  

 Wednesdays noon to 1:00 p.m. (Meeting ID: 813 0455 0819) 

Other times available by appointment.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLkhXE80MwWq8_D1vctnAGQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82223934730
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81304550819
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From the Board of Trustees 

President’s Message 
By David Spear, President, Board of Trustees 

When I was just a young lad growing up, 
there was one topic I knew not to ask 
about.  My parents were very open with 
my brother and sister and me, and they 
would answer questions on virtually any 
topic.  But the one topic that was taboo?  
Money.  

You probably guessed it, because I don't think my family was 
unique.  Americans don't generally talk about anything to do 
with money.  Not salary, not wages, not savings, not 
anything.  We knew that my parents wouldn't answer this 
question, so we never asked. 

But this month I get to talk about money, because this is the 
beginning of our annual pledge campaign.  And honestly, I 
don't mind talking about it, because it's what keeps the 
church functioning.  From salaries to utilities to 
infrastructure, most things require funding. 

irst, a little update on our current situation. We are 
slightly ahead of where we expected to be at this 
point.  Much of that results from reduced expenses by 
closing the building and lower staff travel expenses, 

and because some people have already paid their pledges in 
full.  The budget that was passed in September anticipated a 
deficit of about $40,000 this year, which would be funded by 
the surplus from last year.  Overall, we hope to minimize any 
deficit this year to put ourselves in the best possible position 
to recruit a settled minister and to retain some funds for 
needed building repairs.  

We were also fortunate to receive $50,320 through the 
Paycheck Protection Program, which was part of the federal 
stimulus package through the Small Business Administration. 
(Many thanks to our staff for compiling the application.) This 
helped to strengthen our finances last summer and ensure 
that our staff could continue working their regular 
hours.  Our bank has indicated the loan will be converted to a 
grant although we are still awaiting the official notification 
from the government. 

We are also keeping our eye on some long-term 
maintenance issues that will have to be addressed. We have 
previously mentioned replacing the roof, but there will be 
other smaller items as well. We will share additional details 
when we have them. 

ombining all these numbers (and a few others that I 
didn't have the space to mention), if we can 
significantly reduce this year’s deficit, and have a 
balanced budget next year, we could potentially 

replace the roof without the need for any additional 
fundraising.  Additional building repairs and upgrades are 
also needed, and you will hear more about that later this 
year as we identify and prioritize those needs and develop a 
plan to address them. 

For the fiscal year starting in July, we expect approximately 
the same expenses as this current year.  Salary and benefits 
for our new minister will be approximately the same as for 
our current minister.  Most of our budgeted expenses may 
experience a modest increase from inflation, but otherwise 
not change significantly.  Our challenge will be to raise 
sufficient pledges to cover next year’s expenses. 

David Spear 

 

Finance Committee Report 
As most members know, the UCH approved a 2020-21 budget that included a deficit of more than $40,000.  As 
expected, we are showing a year-to-date surplus at present, primarily due to members who have fully paid their 
pledge.  Thank you!  Typically, we receive more than 60% of our income in the first half of the fiscal year, while 
expenses are higher in the second half of the year, in large part because of winter utilities and snow removal, and 
this year, ministerial search expenses.  Thus while we expect to move from a surplus to a deficit position over the 
next few months, it should be less than the $40,000 budgeted because of savings in building cleaning costs and 
professional travel expenses.  We encourage members to make above-and-beyond contributions if they are able 
to further minimize this year’s deficit and to help demonstrate financial strength to our ministerial candidates.  

A summary of January income and expenses appears at the end of this month’s REPORTER.    
- Submitted by Lois Voigt 

F 
C 
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Church News 

Ministerial Search Committee 
The Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) was elected by the congregation and charged with identifying a settled minister for our congregation. 

The Ministerial Search Committee is currently in the midst of one of the most intensive and exciting portions of the search 
process: Pre-candidating.  “Pre-candidates” essentially refers to semi-finalists, and the four that the MSC has selected from the 
nationwide applicants are highly promising.  

The MSC and each pre-candidate dedicate a weekend to in-depth interviews and more casual discussions. The MSC will also see 
each potential candidate lead a worship service at a neutral location.  By the time this article is published, the committee will have 
completed its first weekend and will be interviewing a second round of references for the first candidate before interviewing the 
second candidate the following weekend.  

The MSC must decide by the end of March how to rank the four pre-candidates and submit those choices to the UUA Transitions 
Office.  By mid-April, UCH’s final candidate will be announced.  There will be opportunities for everyone to meet the prospective 
minister in late April, virtually if necessary, prior to voting to call them in early May.  

To accept our call, the minister needs to be confident that the vast majority of UCH members do indeed want them as the new 
settled minister.   A minister will be hesitant to accept a call unless at least 95% of the congregation vote “Yes.” A minister will 
almost certainly decline a call that falls below 90% in favor of calling the minister.  To be successful, a new ministry needs to start 
out with the full support of the congregation.  Otherwise, it will be harder for the minister and the congregation to establish a 
good relationship.  And so, it is critical that as many voting members as possible attend the virtual congregational vote and feel 
confident in voting “Yes!” 

This careful search process, designed and refined by the UUA over decades, gives UCH the best possible opportunity to find the 
minister who is best suited to guide its journey, and who really wants to be here. As their enthusiastic work reaches its zenith, the 
MSC is truly excited for the future of the Unitarian Church of Harrisburg! 
─ Submitted by Bridgette Parker 

Lay Ministry Council   
The Lay Ministry Council meets at 7:00 p.m. Monday, March 22.  This will be the first meeting of this newly formed group.  The 
purpose is to (1) help facilitate communication between these groups and (2) continue strengthening the bonds of our 
community.  At present, we have identified the following groups.  If you have a group or lay-led ministry not shown, please 
contact Guy Dannelly (717-808-0312), and we will add your group to the list.    

 Adopt A Highway 
 Climate Action Team   
 Covenant groups    
 CroneSpirit     
 Helping People in Prison & Their Families  
 Humanist Group  

 Mindfulness Meditation   
 Oliver LaGrone Scholarship   
 Philosophy & Literature   
 Power to the Hill  
 QueenSpirit     
 Reproductive Justice   

 Smart Recovery    
 UU Christian Fellowship    
 UU Justice Pa                
 Women's Night Out    
 Yoga   

    
- Submitted by Guy Dannelly 

Share the Plate: Joshua Group  
Each month, we share half of our Sunday plate with a local non-profit organization.  This month, we share the plate with the Joshua Group. 

The Joshua Group is focused on the guidance of at-risk youth in the Allison Hill 
neighborhood, through mentoring and the shaping of positive role models.  From 
the Joshua Learning Center on Market Street, it offers an array of “cradle-to-
career” educational programs and services for more than 200 low-income 
children and families from the neighborhood.  During the pandemic, the Joshua 
Group has continued operating with added measures for health safety.  Our 2014 
LaGrone Scholar, Merced Ramirez Saldana, was an active participant in programs 
at the Joshua Group as a youth and subsequently served as a board member.  
Pre-COVID, UCH member Meg Conners served as a volunteer tutor. 
  

mailto:1guydan1@gmail.com
http://www.joshuagroup.org/message-from-the-director
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Religious Exploration (RE) 

Multigenerational Theme for March: Friendship 
By Cory Ness, Director of Religious Exploration (DRE)     

I don’t know about you but I’m tired! 
I’m tired of the snow. 
I’m tired of social distancing. 
I’m tired of not being able socialize in person with friends and family. 
I’m tired of working virtually. 
I miss hugs. 
I miss live in-person worship services. 
I miss spending time with our children and youth.  
I am missing seeing you in person. 

I suspect many of you are feeling the same way, whether it is COVID Fatigue and/or cabin fever.  As the pandemic drags on, 
following COVID-19 prevention guidelines can feel like more and more of a challenge.  And as the winter weather continues, I find 
myself dreading another snowfall.  I don’t remember dreading a snowfall. But this year is different, isn’t it? 

This kind of fatigue is not unique to pandemic precautions like sticking with social distancing, masking up and keeping your hands 
washed.  With all kinds of health-related behavior changes – including exercise and healthy eating – 50% of us, relapse within six 
months.  Think back to last March, now a year ago, when much of our nation was under stay-at-home orders. 

These distancing efforts have increased feelings of social isolation and loneliness for many people, especially among older adults 
and people who live alone. 

An Invitation 
Human beings are naturally social creatures.  So social isolation can be particularly unpleasant.  The trick is to balance physical 
distancing with social connectedness.  In Diana Ross’s song, Reach Out and Touch (Somebody's Hand), we may not be able to 
physically touch a person’s hand, but we can “make the world a better 
place” by reaching out and letting our friends know that we care. 

So, I am inviting you to join with me in reaching out to your friends 
during this month of March as we explore the topic of friendship.  I ask 
you to consider giving a friend a call or sending them a card/postcard 
informing them that they are missed and how much their friendship 
means to you.  Reaching out and letting people know you are thinking 
of them could go a long way! 

You are also invited to explore out latest padlet on Friendship with 
more than 40 articles for all age groups.  You will also find stories, 
songs, activities for our children, as well as information on the health 
benefits, challenges, and complexities of friendship.   

Winter/Spring Adult Education   
 Widening the Circle of Concern (weekly at 7:00 p.m.  Tuesday) 

We are covering one chapter per week of Widening the Circle of Concern, with discussion facilitated by Rev. Tony.  This is an 
important discussion of the future of Unitarian Universalism as a religious movement and as an association of local 
congregations, such as UCH.   

UCH members can obtain a hardcopy from the UUA bookstore, an e-book from Amazon, or a free download from the UUA.    

 Breathe: A Letter to My Sons, by Imani Perry (date TBD)   
Breathe is the UUA Common Read for 2020-21.  Emotionally raw and deeply reflective, the book issues a challenge to society 
to see Black children as deserving of humanity. Perry admits fear and frustration for her African American sons in a society 
that is increasingly racist and at times seems irredeemable.  Breathe offers a broader meditation on race, gender, and the 
meaning of a life well lived and is also an unforgettable lesson in Black resistance and resilience.   

We will start the class in late spring, after Widening the Circle of Concern has completed.   

https://padlet.com/corythedre/2xjcivuvudcidfel
https://www.uuabookstore.org/Widening-the-Circle-of-Concern-P18686.aspx
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08BTFL1Y8/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/cic/widening
https://www.uua.org/read
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Church News 

Notes from the Sanctuary 
By Hannah Belser, Worship Service Accompanist 

Hello again from our beloved sanctuary!  It’s quiet here this afternoon, 
with only the occasional traffic sounds from the road nearby and the heat 
cycling on and off.  It is the day after yet another snowstorm, and yes, 
there is snow on the ground and adorning the larger branches that I can 
see through our favorite windows in the front of the sanctuary. 

I am starting to feel the nudge of spring, just a little tug.  Now, when I am 
here at 4:00 in the afternoon finishing up a recording project, it is still light outside.  The 
goldfinches at my feeders are starting to turn gold around their little heads.  Fat Tuesday has come and gone and we are now in 
the season of Lent.  Which can only mean Easter can’t be far behind, and if Easter is coming, so is Spring!  Ta da!! 

However, it is again, and continues to be, a time of waiting.  It seems like all we do anymore is WAIT: wait for the pandemic to 
pass, wait for the election, wait for Christmas, wait for the inauguration, wait for a snowstorm, wait for our new ministerial 
candidate to appear before us in some fashion, wait for our vaccinations, wait for us to gather again in person in our beloved 
sanctuary.  The list is endless, and so is the waiting, or so it seems. 

I am reminded of a time about 20 years ago when my parents packed up our farmhouse in Hershey and moved to a smaller, much 
more manageable townhouse in Elizabethtown not far from where my father grew up.  Just before they made the move, I asked if 
I could visit the farmhouse one more time.  The rooms were empty of all of the stuff accumulated over four decades, the sound of 
my footsteps echoing noisily about me as I entered each room.  I turned slowly and gave my thanks for the memories, when it 
suddenly occurred to me that the farmhouse, these rooms, held us all through thick and thin, through times of joy and times of 
challenge, every single day of every single year that we lived there, the house held us.  It didn’t matter what had happened at any 
time, that house held us, no judgment, no expectations, no exceptions.    

So, while we are waiting for the next thing, whatever that may be, please know that our beloved sanctuary is holding us still.  It 
holds us through the ways we see each other on Zoom or eagerly read THE REPORTER for news.  It holds those of us who record our 
parts that contribute to the whole of our Sunday service.  It even holds our impatience to be altogether in its space, knowing that 
it is for the greater good to be apart right now.  Our beloved sanctuary holds us with no judgement, no expectations, no 
exceptions.  It just holds us. 

You may remember that our previous settled minister, Rev. Howard Dana, used to collect an 
armful of bare forsythia branches at about this time in the year, and put them in a vase of water 
on a pedestal to the left of the steps up front.  The first time he did that, I really couldn’t imagine 
what a bunch of sticks was doing there.  Then with each succeeding year, I remembered that they 
really would bloom again, in time. 

We really will be together again, in time.  If you need a good reminder, find a forsythia bush, cut a 
few branches (with permission if needed, of course), and put them in a vase of water in your 
home.  Susan Norris and Nan and Jim Cavenaugh have graciously provided forsythia branches that 
are now displayed in a vase of water up front in our sanctuary (photo).  Let their blooming in our 
homes and in our beloved sanctuary connect us in spirit and in love.  Blessed be.     
  

Information for Potential New Members 
The Unitarian Church of Harrisburg is a welcoming congregation, open to people from any/all (or no) 
religious backgrounds.  If you are new to Unitarian Universalism, we encourage you to peruse 100 
Questions that Non-Members Ask about Unitarian Universalism for background information about our 
faith tradition.  An overview of the “Pathways to Membership” at UCH appears on our website.   

For further information about our congregation and the membership process, please feel free to reach out 
to Bart Carpenter or another member of the Membership Action Council.  During the pandemic, we are 
conducting information sessions via Zoom, and we welcome your inquiries. 
— Submitted by Bart Carpenter, Chair, Membership Action Council 

Notes from the Sanctuary

https://uunashua.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/100questions.pdf
https://uunashua.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/100questions.pdf
http://www.uchbg.org/index.php/about/membership
mailto:A.Bart.Carpenter@gmail.com
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Oliver LaGrone Scholarship 

Scholar Report: Sabina Dahal 
Sabina Dahal, our 2018 LaGrone Scholar, is progressing successfully in biology studies at Penn State 
Harrisburg.  Because Sabina enrolled in Harrisburg University while still at Harrisburg High School’s SciTech 
campus, she was able to transfer her early coursework, which contributed to her overall credits.  She 
expects to graduate in December 2021, i.e., a half-year early. 

Due to Covid, Sabina’s classes are online, with many professors pre-recording their lectures.  She is thus able 
to repeat the presentations, which she finds useful. However, she regrets missing direct interaction with 
students and faculty.  Sabina has constructed an online study group among fellow students that serves as a 
morale booster and a source of academic support.   

As a member of the selective Schreyer Honors College, Sabina will soon be in a study group organized by a professor overseeing 
her college-required graduation thesis.  The topic she chose, which has been approved, will be researching and writing to compare 
and contrast the survival, spread and treatment of Covid-19 and the more common influenzas. 

Sabina’s extracurricular activities draw on her life experiences.  Her family fled Bhutan, arriving in the U.S. in 2009 from a refugee 
camp in Nepal.  She is scheduled to participate in the Global Ambassadors Program at Penn State, which helps international 
students acclimate to campus and sponsors social activities derived from multiple cultures, e.g., the Indian Diwali and the Asian 
Lunar New Year.  As a Global Lion Mentor, Sabina will be paired with an international student and serve as their mentor.   

For summer 2021, Sabina has applied to an internship program at the Boyce Thompson Institute (BTI) at Cornell University.  Her 
LaGrone Mentor, Meg Burton Connors, has assisted her in applying.  Meg also wrote a letter of recommendation.  Among other 
things, Meg says: 

I am a retired secondary and college science educator, and throughout my 46-year career I have gotten to know several 
thousand students.  Seldom have I experienced a young person who is as dedicated to her education and her future as 
Sabina.  During our monthly meetings she has gradually revealed a compelling life story and a zeal to succeed in her post-
secondary education as a child of refugees from Nepal.  As we share lunch, I have been impressed by her curiosity about such 
things as topics in the news in biotechnology, classes that she should consider next for her undergraduate program, the world 
of graduate research opportunities that will be available to her, and where she might apply for financial aid.    

- Submitted by Cordell Affeldt 

2021 Selection Process 
Each year the Oliver LaGrone Scholarship Fund (OLSF) Committee awards a four-year scholarship to a senior graduating from High 
School in the Harrisburg School District.  In 2021, the scholarship amount is $10,000, along with the expertise of a mentor 
(normally a UCH member) in the student’s chosen field.   

Did you ever wonder how the OLSF Scholar is selected? The process begins at the monthly meetings of the OLSF Committee with 
reviewing the past year’s scholarship, assigning a dollar amount for the upcoming year, and updating the scholarship application.  
The 2021 application form is viewable at this link. The OLSF Committee communicates with the high school guidance counselors 
to ensure they are aware of the scholarship and know how to access the information and forms that the seniors will need in order 
to successfully apply. We basically follow the standard Federal Application For Student Aid form that most students use to apply 
for aid for college. Students also must include transcripts, SAT scores (when available), and a personal essay.   

The OLSF Committee names a 5-person selection panel: 2 adult UCH members, 1 student UCH member, and 2 non-member adults 
from the City of Harrisburg.  Panel members must agree to attend the three Zoom sessions (once a week for three weeks in April) 
and to maintain confidentiality concerning student information.  No OLSF Committee members serve on the selection panel. 

After collecting, collating, and checking applications for completeness, the OLSF Committee provides packets on each application 
to the selection panel.  Over the course of three weeks, the panel identifies three or four top-ranking students to participate in  
personal (Zoom) interviews, scheduled this year for April 15.  By the end of the evening, the panel makes its choice.  The OLSF 
Committee chair notifies the new scholar.  Letters go to all participants informing them of the new scholar, thanking them for 
their participation, and wishing them well in their future educational endeavors. 

It is quite an honor to be able to help a student achieve their goal of higher education. If you are interested in serving in any 
capacity, please contact Linda Brown (717-731-8755).  Contributions to the Scholarship Fund are always welcome.  Just remember 
to put OLSF in the memo line of your check.  Thank you! 
─ Submitted by Linda Brown, OLSF Committee 

https://harrisburg.psu.edu/international-student-support-services/global-ambassadors-program
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WkJ_kGDMK883jIq9ryJw9xHd4a9xPjBO/view
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
mailto:librown50@comcast.net
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Community News 

Gather the Spirit for Justice    
Ed. note: Gather the Spirit for Justice (GTSFJ) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization jointly founded by UCH and the Shared Ministry during the time we 
operated at 1508 Market Street.  It now operates out of Christ Lutheran Church, 124 South 13th Street.   This information is collated from reports by Darlene 
Kvaternik, Wendy Shaver, and Beth Ann McCoy.   
GTSFJ is closed during the pandemic.  During this time, they are providing community assistance as they are able, such as the table event described below, 
and preparing the community space for indoor programming post-pandemic.    

Feb. 6 “Stone Soup” Table Event  
GTSFJ arranged a neighborhood giveaway table on Saturday, Feb. 6, led by UCH member Darlene Kvaternik.  The group distributed 
more than $1,300 worth of items to approximately 150 community members. Collections started during the holiday season when 
Amy Firestine began a clothing drive at UCH, which Theresa Alberici collected and inventoried.  GTSFJ friends Ann Van Dyke and 
Pat Shano identified other potential necessities, such as masks, sanitizers, scarves, and toilet paper.  In addition, Christ Lutheran 
Church had an enormous collection of blankets and coats donated by people in Central Pennsylvania who wanted to reach out to 
neighbors.  Wendy Shaver coordinated efforts from Power to the Hill, and Patti Hazell, Linda Diehl and Annette Nicolai came with 
more useful items.  A number of people donated cash, which we used to purchase additional items.  Additional thanks to 
Bart/Kate Carpenter, David Spear, and Dan Vaughn.   

It was truly a “Stone Soup” event that grew from one table to six out on 13th Street.  And it was so good to be out and see 
neighbors who used to frequent the Common Ground Community Center!  We are already planning repeat events at the end of 
March and again in April.  Thanks, everybody! 

 

Painting and Remodeling  
GTSFJ is using these winter months to remodel the space at Christ Lutheran, with a 
series of painting events January-March.  Special thanks to the following who 
participated in February workdays: Marjy Schubauer-Hartman; Denny Byrne; Art 
Williams; Michelle and Reb Loucas; program director Jacquie Rucker; and board 
members Clay Lambert, John Abbott, and John Hargreaves.  The next painting 
event is scheduled for March 13.    

GTSFJ strives to be a place where people can find common ground, to meet and 
discuss the changes that need to be made to make Harrisburg a great place to live 
for all of its citizens.  Please also consider monetary donations to support our 
mission.    

GTSFJ Board of Directors 
Clay Lambert, President 

John Abbott, Vice President 
Beth Ann McCoy, Secretary 

Judy Linder, Treasurer 
John Hargreaves 
Darlene Kvaternik 

Ann Van Dyke 
 

GTSFJ Staff 
Jacquie Rucker, Program Director 

 

http://gatherthespirit.webs.com/
https://gatherthespirit.webs.com/donate-wish-list
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News from Other UU Organizations 

UUJusticePA: Promoting the Family Care Act 
Ed. note: Formerly known as UU Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network  (UUPLAN), UUJusticePA is a non-profit advocacy group supporting economic, 
immigration and environmental justice in Pennsylvania. Members of UCH and other UU congregations across the state participate in its six social justice teams.  

Have you or anyone you know ever had to stay home from 
work and care for an elderly parent, a new baby, or an ill 
family member?  If so, you probably quickly noticed that you 
either had to accept no pay during that period of time or 
you were forced to quit your job.  And now, with today’s 
current pandemic, even more issues have arisen, forcing 
families to enter into the territory of financial strain or disaster.  It affects women, men, and children! 
In Congress this issue has been discussed.  But politics has gotten in the way of passing a bill to ensure that our families don’t 
continue to suffer.  In Pennsylvania, there is a bill that has been introduced in the legislature called the Family Care Act.  At 
present, it is sitting before the Labor and Industry committee, and has yet to be voted upon. There are, however, memos of co-
sponsorship that are being introduced to legislators in both the Pennsylvania Senate and the House to bring this bill to the floor 
for discussion and eventually to be passed. 
The Reproductive Justice (RJ) team of UUJusticePA is currently following what is happening to this bill. It is vitally important to 
families’ health and well-being, and the economy will benefit from it as well.  The RJ team needs all Pennsylvania UU 
congregations to help this to be successful! Simply contact your state Senator and Representative and urge them to sign the 
memo of co-sponsorship. 
The RJ team is co-led by Karen Sykes (UCH), Dev Howerton, (the Unitarian Society of Germantown), and Caroline Williston of Main 
Line Unitarian Church. Barb Pearce and Jim Cavenaugh from UCH are also members of the team. 
Please join us by calling, writing emails, posting on social media, urging your legislators to support this bill by signing on the co-
sponsorship memos and, eventually, voting for the bill once it gets to that stage.  All Pennsylvania citizens will benefit from your 
support!  If you have any questions, please go to www.familycareact.com or contact Karen Sykes.  
─ Submitted by Karen Sykes, UUJusticePA Reproductive Justice Team   

General Assembly 
More than 5,000 UUs from 750 congregations attend GA each year.  This year, 
as in 2020, GA will convene as an all-virtual event; the registration fee is $200.  
GA offers hundreds of programming choices over five days, including: 

 Service of the Living Tradition 
At this service, we honor fellowshipped and credentialed religious leaders, 
remember those who have died, recognize those who have completed 
active service, and welcome those who have received fellowship or 
credentialed status in the past year.   

 2020 Featured Speaker Series 
Among others, this year’s speakers include Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, author 
of An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States; Dina Gilio-Whitaker, 
author of As Long as Grass Grows: The Indigenous Fight for Environmental 
Justice from Colonization to Standing Rock; Howard Bryant, correspondent for NPR’s Weekend Edition and author of The 
Heritage: Black Athletes, a Divided America, and the Politics of Patriotism; and Robyn Henderson-Espinoza, transqueer activist, 
Latinx scholar, and public theologian. 

 Ware Lecture 
Each year, the UUA invites a distinguished guest to address the General Assembly as the Ware Lecturer (2021 speaker to be 
announced).  

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. June 28 
Join us for the largest annual gathering of UUs joining in worship (free to all).  Members of the public are also welcome. 

https://www.uujusticepa.org/
https://usguu.org/
https://mluc.org/
https://mluc.org/
http://www.familycareact.com/
mailto:klsykes@verizon.net
https://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture
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Calendar March 2021 
Date Time Group Location 

Mon 1 Various Heart Rhythm Meditation Zoom 
Heart Rhythm Meditation (HRM) is a type of meditation that involves conscious breathing, in which the individual consciously 
controls their breathing in order to influence their mental, emotional, and physical state.  
Join Libby Tisdell in twice-weekly sessions, via Zoom:  

 Friday mornings from 9:00-10:00 a.m. (Friday zoom link)  
 Monday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 p.m. (Monday link) 

People can drop-in or out as they want.  Please contact Libby Tisdell for additional information.  

Wed 3 7:00  QueenSpirit (Monthly) Zoom 
QueenSpirit is a co-created women’s spirituality circle that meets on the first Wednesday of 
the month.  This month, Rebecca will lead a circle on the theme of Goddesses.  All who 
identify as women are welcome in this co-created sacred space.   

This will be a Zoom meeting, and a link will be sent a day or so prior to the meeting time. 
Check-in starts at 6:30 p.m., the circle begins at 7:00 p.m., ending by 8:30 p.m. Contact Rebecca Waldemar (717- 364-2029) for 
further information. 

Sun 7 2:00 UCH Open Forum   Zoom 

UCH Open Forum meets every other Sunday at 2:00 pm for 60-90 minutes.  The goal is to provide opportunities for church 
members to regularly share their views about important issues going on in our shared 
culture, discussions that the pandemic has prevented us from doing face-to-face.  Host 
Guy Dannelly creates break-out rooms around what people want to discuss, current 
events, politics, religion, pandemic, science, or maybe even psychology, or sociology. 
The subjects vary based on attendance.  

At the start of every meeting, each person has one minute to say what's on their mind, then Guy uses that to create the 
breakout rooms. For additional information, please contact Guy Dannelly.  No meeting March 21 – please attend Reproductive 
Justice Service (below) on this date. 

Sun 14 7:00 Philosophy and Literature Group (Monthly) Zoom 
The Philosophy & Literature Group meets on the second Sunday of each month, normally at 7:00 p.m. and (historically) at the 
church.  During the current pandemic, the session is a virtual meeting via Zoom.  This month, the group meets to discuss 
Kindred: Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art, by Rebecca Sykes/  From the Internet: 

In Kindred, Neanderthal expert Rebecca Wragg Sykes shoves aside the cliché of 
the shivering ragged figure in an icy wasteland, and reveals the Neanderthal you 
don’t know, our ancestor who lived across vast and diverse tracts of Eurasia and 
survived through hundreds of thousands of years of massive climate change. 
This book sheds new light on where they lived, what they ate, and the increasingly 
complex Neanderthal culture that researchers have discovered.. 

Books for the remainder of the year include: 

 April 11 - Democracy's Discontent: America In Search of a Public Philosophy, by Michael J. Sandel 
 May 16 - Beyond Religion, Ethics for a Whole World, by the Dalai Lama 
 June 13 - Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, by Fareed Zakaria 
 July 11 - Our Undemocratic Constitution: Where the Constitution Goes Wrong, by Sanford Levinson 
 Aug. 8 - Emma Lazarus, by Esther Schor 
 Sept. 12 - The Reactionary Mind, by Cory Robin 
 Oct. 10 - Metropolis: A History of the City, Humankind's Greatest Invention, by Ben Wilson 
 Nov. 14 - Barnum: An American Life, by Robert Wilson 

Please contact Don Brown for information.  

QueenSpirit

Philosophy 
& Literature

UCH Open Forum

Heart Rhythm 
Meditation

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81304550819#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/240803288?pwd=VC9wNDhXK3NPalBFYjFBczUrTVFldz09#success
mailto:ejt11@psu.edu
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94343316284?pwd=enBnL2szWUcydllmUU5HNkoyR0J6Zz09#success
mailto:rwaldemar@gmail.com
mailto:1guydan1@gmail.com
mailto:dabrown57@gmail.com
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Calendar March 2021 
Date Time Group Location 

Sun 21 2:00 Reproductive Justice Service Zoom 
The lay-led Reproductive Rights group invites UCH members and friends to an interfaith service of songs, prayers, and advocacy 
for reproductive justice at 2:00 p.m. March 21, via Zoom.  This replaces the interfaith service that historically occurs in mid-
January.  UCH members Jim Cavenaugh, Barb Pearce, and Margaret Blough are among those working with the Pennsylvania 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Justice (Facebook page) to put on this service.  UUJusticePA is also a partner. 
Please join us as we stand with SisterSong in affirming reproductive justice as the human right to maintain personal bodily 
autonomy, have children, not have children, and parent the children we have in safe and sustainable communities.   
For additional information please contact Jim Cavenaugh or Barb Pearce.  
Tue 23 6:30  Auction Planning Committee Zoom 
Theme:  Made in PA    Date: Saturday, November 13, 2021 
Start now thinking about auction ideas and donations for 2021!  Come brainstorm 
ideas, themes, and be a part of the fun, food, and fabulous Auction Committee.  Your 
talent and help planning the 2021 Church Auction is always welcome.  We are looking 
for ideas to make this year's auction a huge success.  
Please contact Patti Hazell (717-576-9848) for additional information.   A zoom link will be sent to Auction Committee members 
a few days prior to the meeting.  
Wed 24 7:00  Humanist Forum Zoom 
The Humanism lay-led ministry presents the first of a series, The Crisis of Democracy and the Common Good.   Topics covered 
will include how money corrupts politics, power inequality, the decrease in society’s ability to use reason in political issues, and 
the problem of neoliberal economics.    
The initial session will feature four panelists, Don Brown, Chuck Barone, Mary Henninger-Voss, and Max Maxwell.    They will 
each give a short summary of their viewpoint, followed by questions and answers.  We hope to convince you that these topics 
are not only interesting but are critical to understanding how we got here and why our democracy is facing a crisis.  The first 
part of any meaningful response is understanding.   
If you are interested in joining the Forum, please contact Rachel Mark. Please watch News You Can UUs for the Zoom link. 
Continuing sessions of this series will be announced. 

 Minister’s Column 
(continued from page 1) to meet in person again. Be assured that your lay and ministerial leadership are thinking about it 
together. When the UCH building reopens for services and meetings depends entirely on when it becomes safe to do so. How the 
congregation transitions back to in-person meetings is a topic for important discussion among the staff and Board of Trustees.  
One of the reasons I am a minister and not an academic is that, in spite of my ongoing academic and intellectual interests, it is the 
ministry among people in a local community that excites me and holds my interest. Even with my long commute before the 
pandemic and even less direct and personal contact during the 12 pandemic months, I love being your minister and working with 
you to grow your souls and strengthen your church.   Just a few days ago, I received a card from a member, who wrote, “I hope to 
see you in person before our time together is concluded.” I share that member’s hope.  
We have a few more months together, let’s make the most of them—for the sake of the church and for the sake of its people.  

Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson 

   

Auction Date
Nov. 13, 2021

https://parcrj.org/
https://parcrj.org/
mailto:jimcavenaugh12@gmail.com
mailto:barbpearce@verizon.net
mailto:pahazell@yahoo.com
mailto:rachelmark1207@gmail.com


UNITARIAN CHURCH OF HARRISBURG 
Operating Budget through January 31, 2021 

Following a deficit of $6,528 in January, UCH’s fiscal year-to-date (FYTD) excess of income over expenses 
is $38,070.  Gift income was lower than usual in January.  FYTD income is higher than the prior 3-year 
average primarily because of Plate Share (which has corresponding expenses) and because the 
endowment draw of $3,300 was taken earlier than usual (prior to the transfer of investments to the 
UUA-CEF).  We expect the operating balance will be erased in the last 5 months of the year, especially 
with winter utilities and snow removal, and this spring’s Ministerial Search expenses, but the final deficit 
could be significantly lower than budgeted if most pledges are fully paid (reducing or eliminating the 
need for the $16,291 Pledge Shrinkage allowance) and we realize continued expected savings in building 
cleaning and professional travel expenses. 

Notes: 
- FY21 denominator in FY21 Pledged % of budget is Pledges + Shrinkage (to enhance the comparison to prior year’s Dec/Actual)
- Board expenses include both UUA dues and Ministerial Search expenses
- Share the Plate receipts (within Community Outreach) increased significantly after the September change to 100% of proceeds
going to the community partner

Unitarian Church of Harrisburg Operating Budget 

2020-2021 YEAR

Annual Jan YTD / Jan YTD 

INCOME Dec YTD January Jan YTD Budget Budget 3-Yr Avg

Pledged 192,732 16,751 209,483 $325,830 64.3% 67.3%

Pledge Shrinkage - - -$16,291 0.0%

Unpledged 5,987 621 6,608 $11,000 60.1% 62.9%

Other General 505 - 505 $0 62.8%

Total General 199,744 17,372 216,596 320,539 67.6% 66.6%

Rental/Misc 3,212 6 3,218 $500 643.7% 63.7%

Endowments/Trusts 6,850 3,300 10,150 $16,300 62.3% 40.0%

Plate Share / Outreach 10,230 545 10,775 $5,000 215.5% 62.5%

Fundraisers 15,253 1,493 16,745 $30,500 54.9% 70.0%

Music/Worship - - - $0 0.0% 59.2%

Total Income 234,769 22,716 257,485 372,839 69.1% 63.9%

EXPENSES

Administration 13,250 1,802 15,052 $24,500 61.4% 54.5%

Board 5,519 327 5,847 $25,500 22.9% 38.4%

Buildings 9,957 1,812 11,769 $28,200 41.7% 57.0%

Plate Share / Outreach 9,980 620 10,600 $5,000 212.0% 60.5%

Fundraisers 113 127 240 $850 28.2% 51.9%

RE 2,052 22 2,074 $3,600 57.6% 37.8%

Music/Worship 1,805 60 1,865 $3,150 59.2% 56.9%

Staff 147,494 24,474 171,967 $322,170 53.4% 57.5%

Total Expenses 190,171 29,244 219,415 412,970 53.1% 56.3%

Net Total 44,598 (6,528) 38,070 (40,131)

- Submitted by Lois Voigt on behalf of the Finance Committee
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